
     Welcome to the Watering Hole, your 
spot for Barry County water news. This 
month, we will focus on the how and 
who of water quality monitoring and 
protection in the Thornapple River 
Watershed. So, let’s dive in and discuss 
some of the groups protecting our water 
quality and how they are doing so. 
     The first step to protecting something 
is to be informed, both on the threats 
and ways to lessen those threats. Many 
watershed and conservation groups do 
this through a watershed management 
plan. A watershed manage-
ment plan is the result of 
intensive studies done in a 
given watershed, with a 
particular focus on non-
point source pollution 
causes and effects.  
     The Thornapple River 
Watershed Management 
Plan (TRWMP) is one such plan that 
provides us with a compilation of data 
from decades of testing in the Thornap-
ple. The data in the TRWMP was collect-
ed by the Barry Conservation District, 
MDEQ, MDNR, and many local volun-
teers. The TRWMP includes an analysis of 
that data. This analysis identifies water 
quality issues within the watershed, 
prioritizes these issues, and outlines 
solutions for mitigation and protection. 
With a good plan in hand, we are now 
able to act to protect our water quality. 
     The next step to protecting our water 
resources is implementation of the boots
-on-the-ground conservation measures 

outlined in the TRWMP. Key groups 
within the watershed work together to 
find the resources they need to put the 
plan into action, starting with the highest 
priorities. In 2017, Barry Conservation 
District (BCD) did just that. With grant 
funding, we began to implement the first 
three years’ of work in the highest 
priority sub watersheds– Mud Creek, Fish 
Creek, and Milborn Drain.  
     This project aims to address nutrient 
and sediment runoff as well as high 
levels of E. coli in these waterbodies. As 

part of this project, BCD is 
empowering landowners 
to be good stewards of our 
water resources by 
providing education, 
outreach, technical 
assistance, and cost-share 
for certain practices in 
these areas.  Practices we 

are focusing on include cover crop, 
conservation tillage, filter strips, grassed 
waterways, pasture exclusion fencing, 
septic inspections, and septic repairs or 
replacements. In the coming months we 
will explore each of these conservation 
practices more in-depth. 
     If you are interested in learning more 
about how you can help to protect our 
water quality, or you are interested in 
learning how you can help gather water 
quality data for the Thornapple River 
Watershed, contact your local Water-
shed Coordinator David. We can all get 
behind clean water, so remember to 
continue to do your part to protect our 
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