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Dan Kingma (Chair) 
Dan grew up on Gun Lake and currently resides in 

Baltimore Township. Dan has worked for Felpausch 
Food Centers for 32 years, the past 26 as Store 
Director in various stores. His hobbies include 

hunting, fishing, and prairie restoration.  
 

 
 
 
 
  

Scott Hanshue (Vice Chair) 
Scott is a Fisheries Biologist for the DNR and has 

also worked as an Aquatic Biologist for the DEQ, for 
the National Marine Fisheries Service of NOAA, and 

for USFWS. Scott enjoys hunting and fishing, bird 
watching and other natural history studies.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mark Bishop (Treasurer) 
Mark grew up in Calhoun County and is recently 

retired from a career as a DNR public land 
manager. Mark’s background includes planning and 

on the ground implementation of habitat 
improvement and restoration projects.   

 
 
 
 
 

Ananda Jenkins (Secretary)  
Ananda was raised on Guernsey Lake and works as 

a chemist for a pharmaceutical manufacturer. 
Ananda is active in the Thornapple River 

Watershed Council and has been part of the Ag 
Promotion Board and MICorps stream studies. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Bob Baker  (Board Member) 
Bob owns a fifty-cow dairy in Hastings and 

currently serves as the Vice President of the Barry-
Eaton Michigan Milk Producers’ Association 

(MMPA) and as an MMPA Delegate. Bob serves on 
the Barry County Agricultural Promotion Board. 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 

STAFF 

Sarah Nelson  
Executive Director 

Sarah holds a B.A. in 
Business Administration and 

a B.S. in Environmental 
Studies. She spent four 

years in the Peace Corps, 
specializing in 

environmental education 
and community-based 

forest conservation. Sarah’s 
passion for her work is in 

finding ways to highlight the 
importance of conservation 

and to help find feasible 
conservation options for 

everyone. 

Jennifer Killian  
Assistant Administrator 
Holds a A.S. in Business 

Administration and a B.S. in 
Psychology. Her husband 

Travis and their three 
children have lived in 

Hastings for the past two 
years. Previous to her work 

with the Conservation 
District, Jenn worked in 
various administrative 

positions as well as with 
organic garden and 

recycling program youth 
education. 

Ben Galbraith  
MAEAP Technician 

Ben graduated from 
Michigan State University 

with a B.A. in Animal 
Science, with a 

concentration in Animal 
Industry and electives in 
Crop and Soil Science. He 

grew up on his family’s 
cattle farm in  Northeast 

Michigan. Ben enjoys 
working with farmers and 

finding practical solutions to 
conservation issues. 

Dear Friends, 
 It has been quite the year for the Barry Conservation District! I feel blessed 
every day to be living in Barry County, a place so rich in both natural resources and  
people who value and care for those resources. How lucky, then, to follow in the 
footsteps of former BCD Director Joanne Foreman, whose work and dedication to these 
people and resources was nothing short of awe-inspiring.  
 Many of the projects completed in 2015 were projects started years ago, 
including the High Bank Creek projects, which included removal of the remnants of a 
dam, replacement of three impaired road crossings, stream bed restoration, 1200 ft. of 
bank restoration, native plantings, biological monitoring, education, and outreach. Other 
aquatic accomplishments in 2015 were the approval of the Thornapple River Watershed 
Management Plan and culmination of several wetland restorations with the USFWS. The 
district continued to offer the Forestry Assistance, Hunting Access, and Agricultural 
Environmental Assurance programs in 2015 as well. The second annual Youth Day at 
Charlton Park had around 500 youth participants and the group hopes to grow even 
more in the following year.   
 It amazes me to think that BCD accomplished all of these things and much 
more in spite of losing state operational funding in 2008. It took not only the hard work 
of Joanne but also the exceptional leadership of directors like Dan Kingma, who served 
as chairman for an impressive 15 years on the board and Ananda Jenkins, both of whom 
will be greatly missed.  
 With such big shoes to fill, the district is hard at work finding new projects and 
funding  sources for the coming year. We are excited to announce the formation of a 
CISMA in Barry County and BCD’s new partnership with the American Chestnut Council. 
With your continued support, we hope there is much more to come! 

Warm regards, 
Sarah 

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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OUR MISSION 
To promote responsible natural resource and land-use 

management for present and future generations  
 

OUR VISION 
To be Barry County’s recognized conservation leader 

2016 BOARD CANDIDATES 

Jim is a current resident and homeowner in Rutland 
Township, after moving here from Cadillac two years 
ago. He has participated in the Thornapple River 
Cleanup the last three years, and the Thornapple 
River water quality sampling in the summer of 2013.  

Jim grew up in rural/suburban Muskegon County, 
graduated from MSU in 1970, and worked as a geologist 

and hydrogeologist for the State of Michigan, in the field of 
oil and gas for ten years and environmental cleanups for twenty. Following 
his retirement in 2007, Jim negotiated and drafted conservation easements 
for the Cadillac Area Land Conservancy; served as the Chairman of the 
Cadillac City Planning Board; and served as Treasurer of the American 
Chestnut Council, on which he still serves. Jim is the current Secretary for 
both the Pere Marquette and State Chapters of the Michigan Wild Turkey 
Hunters Association.  
 
Jim is running for the Barry Conservation District Board because, with all of 
the blessings he has received, he feels a strong desire to give something 
back to this community through his service. 

JAMES SKIPPER 

After retiring from the auto industry a few years 
ago, Fred’s wife Lisa and he moved to Barry County 
to his grandfather’s farm. Having spent many 
childhood days there, it was something he always 
wanted to do. Being a lifelong hunter, he has 
become actively involved with the local QDMA 
chapter, which has given him new insight on habitat 
and how it relates to wildlife and quality of life for us all.  
 
Fred would like to serve on the board because it is a rewarding opportunity to 
help the community while engaging in his passion for helping sustain a healthy 
environment. 

FRED FLOWER 

2015 Program Review 

Upcoming Projects 

About the District 

Barry-Calhoun-Kalamazoo Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area (BCK CISMA) 

American Chestnut Project 
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The site of the former Morgan Dam, one month post-restoration. 

PROJECT TIMELINE 

HIGH BANK CREEK 
New stream-restoration approach may pay dividends in Michigan 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, October 9, 2015 

     A relatively new technique for stabilizing 
eroding stream banks is showing great 
promise in Michigan, as a demonstration 
project on High Bank Creek in Barry County 
has not only repaired a damaged creek, but 
has provided excellent fish habitat as well. 
     The technique, called “toe wood,” has 
been around for about a decade but hasn’t 
been used much in Michigan until now. 
Department of Natural Resources fisheries 
biologist Chris Freiburger learned of the 
technique and thought it had applications 
for some of the issues facing Michigan 
streams. 
     The area Freiburger chose for the 
demonstration project involved a stream 
that had been dammed for a mill more than 
a century ago. The dam had been partially 
removed in the 1920s, but the abutments 
were left in place until the landowner 
knocked them down into the creek out of 
safety concerns. The debris formed a partial 
dam that not only impeded fish passage, but 
also contributed to erosion on the stream. A 
significant amount of sediment was swept 
downstream, silting in about an acre and a 
half of Thornapple Lake. 
     The Barry Conservation District applied 
for a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service fish 
passage grant, as well as a DNR aquatic 
habitat grant to remove the dam and 
restore the stream. 
     “The thought used to be that you could 
remove a dam and just leave,” Freiburger 
said. “Sometimes you can, but that isn’t 
always the best thing to do. Many times we 
need to stabilize the stream, too, and this 
landowner was agreeable to stabilizing the 
stream.”  

    After the dam was removed, the  
conservation district hired an engineer to 
work with Freiburger to design a 
restoration project. A long set of rapids, 
made up of bowling ball-sized boulders, 
was built downstream to address the 
grade. Engineer Mike Geenen, a Michigan 
native who now lives in Colorado and 
works with Fort Collins-based Watershed 
Restoration LLC, studied the creek 
upstream – finding its width, depth and 
length of its meanders -- and designed the 
channel realignment using toe wood. 
     “It’s a relatively new science, but this 
technique has worked out pretty much 
everywhere,” Geenen said. “It provides 
stability but also produces better habitat.” 
     Brandon Spaugh, of North State 
Environmental, Inc. – a North Carolina firm 
that specializes in river and wetland 
restorations and often works with Geenen 
-- brought in a crew to do the work. 
     As Spaugh explains the technique, the  

crew excavates an erosion site, building a 
shelf on which the crew sets logs – the toe 
wood – that overhangs the stream bottom. 
The logs are then covered with smaller 
diameter logs, slash and brush, and then dirt 
and sod collected from the surrounding 
area. The sod could include shrubs and trees 
– in some cases up to 10-foot-tall willows – 
that generally survive transplantation. 
     “We’re after immediate stability,” Spaugh 
said. “With higher flows, the bottom will be 
scoured out under the toe wood and you 
have guaranteed fish habitat.” 
     Geenen said toe wood “is a relatively 
easy structure to understand and build, and 
it’s inexpensive when compared to hauling 
in rock. 
     “We just finished a project in Minnesota, 

and two weeks after we finished we saw 

schools of fish in there. They found the 

spots where they wanted to be right away,” 

Geenen said. “We know how to stabilize  

High Bank Creek has a long and 
interesting history. Here is a 

quick look at some of the major 
events on High Bank Creek and 

Barry Conservation District 
restoration efforts. 

1940s and earlier 
The project site featured 
a dam and an operating 
grist mill in the town of 

Morgan. 

1960s 
The family of current landowner 
knocked down the former dam’s 

cement abutment as a safety 
precaution. Remnants of the walls 

remained in the creek, causing 
changes to the creek’s natural 

structure and function. 

1998 
An unpublished DNR 
survey of the creek 
reported only 15 

species. Among the 
absent species were 
brown bullhead and 

grass pickerel. 

1991 
A DNR electrofishing 
study of High Bank 

Creek confirmed the 
presence of 25 fish 
species, including 

brown bullhead and 
grass pickerel, but 
indicated that fish 

abundance among all 
species was low and 

that brown trout 
recruitment was also 

low. 



 

streams, how to move water, how to move 
sediment and maintain stream function and 
allow fish passage, but by building these 
structures, we create better habitat at the same 
time.” 
     A week after the project was completed, a 
DNR electrofishing crew surveyed the area and 
found that fish had made themselves at home 
around the structures. 
     The deep pools created by the scouring effect 
under the toe wood will help fish survive winter 
as well as during periods of drought, while the 
overhead cover the structures create should 
reduce avian predation and increase fish 
survival, Freiburger said. 
     “Toe wood does a lot of things but there are 
two primary goals: to reduce bank erosion on 
the outside bends and increase and improve 
habitat for invertebrates and fish,” Freiburger 
said. 
     “The benefit of toe wood is that where you 
had sheer, clay banks, you now have a flood 
plain,” he said. “And you’ve got wood below the 
surface that’s under the water even during 
periods of low flow, so it’ll take a century or 
more before the  

The DNR plans to use the toe wood technique 
to restore an eroded bank just upstream of 
Lyons Dam, when it is removed next summer. 
Freiburger expects toe wood to play a big role 
in future river restoration and habitat projects. 
     “You can’t just throw stuff in the river and 
expect it to work,” he said. “You have to make 
sure it is compatible with river processes.” 

wood deteriorates. And we all know that 
wood is important to anglers.” 
     Indeed, anglers and angler groups have 
been installing wood structures in trout 
streams to provide fish cover for a century or 
more. But Freiburger questions whether 
they’ve always been located properly so they 
didn’t interfere with other river functions, 
such as sediment transport. 
     “This is a structure, just like any other 
structure that’s ever been built,” said 
Freiburger, who invited the DNR’s heavy 
equipment operators to the demonstration 
so they could understand the technique. 
“But were those other structures truly 
meeting their goals?” 
     In addition to creating new banks along 
eroded outside bends in the stream at 
Highbank Creek, the construction crew cut 
down the point bars that were built by 
sediment deposition and reconnected the 
realigned channel to the flood plain. 
     “That helps move sediment in the stream 
and reduces the velocity of the stream to 
relieve the erosion on the outside banks,” 
Freiburger said. 

Engineer Mike Geenan discusses the project 
with landowner Russ Chaffee. Collaborating 

with landowners is a crucial component of Barry 
Conservation District programs. 

     While the efforts on High Bank Creek aimed to 
naturalize its structure and flow as well as 
improve wildlife habitat, the project also 
provided an enriching opportunity to research 
the impacts of conservation practices on stream 
ecology.   
     Grand Valley State University (GVSU) 
undergraduate students Olivia Cooley and Nick 
Preville received funding through the Pierce 
Cedar Creek Institute (PCCI) Undergraduate 
Research Grants for the Environment program 
to spend the summer collecting and analyzing 
fish and macroinvertebrate data from High 
Banks Creek. 
     Preville, a 2013 graduate of Bath High School, 
commented on how beneficial the field 
experience was for professional development. 

     “Getting to know other researchers and 
industry professionals is going to be huge going 
forward. The connections I made and the 
experiences I gained will really help when it 
comes time to apply for jobs.” 
     Cooley, a 2013 graduate of Thornapple-
Kellogg High School agrees, “It was really great 
to get experience in the real world doing 
something that is actually important. In college, 
you mainly just sit in lectures...and this summer I 
was doing stuff that was real and meant 
something.” 
     Although construction was completed in 
September 2015, BCD will continue to partner 
with GVSU professor Dr. Eric Snyder and his 
students to monitor the creek for several years.  

2008 
A DEQ Biological 

Survey rated 
High Bank Creek 
at Bivens Road 
excellent for 

macro 
invertebrate 
community. 2011 

Major flooding caused massive 
bank erosion- widths of 2’-5’ at 

2’-3’ depths- in the unstable 
channel above the Morgan Dam. 

2016 
Final planting to 
be done on the 
High Bank Creek 
restoration site.  

2015 
1200’ of 

streambank was 
restored along the 
creek with funding 

from MDNR.  

Michigan DNR crew, along with GVSU 
students and BCD staff, capture and mark fish 
along the creek to monitor improvements in 

fish passage before and after the project. 

2013 
The 8’ Lawrence Rd 

culvert was replaced by a 
35’ bridge which allows 
the stream to flow at 

bankfull width. Project 
partners: MDOT, BCRC, 

USFWS.  

2014 
The remnants of the Morgan Dam 
were removed (USFWS grant). Two 

perched and undersized culverts 
along the creek were replaced with 
appropriately-sized culverts (MDNR 

grant). 

Restoration Project on High Bank Creek Benefits Local Community While Educating Students 
Adapted from an article in the Hastings Reminder, September 19, 2016 



 

 

FORESTRY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (FAP) 
District Forester Shawn Kelly led BCD’s Forestry Assistance Program (FAP) in 2015, providing free, local assistance to landowners in Barry, 
Allegan, and Ottawa counties. In addition to helping locals meet their forest management goals, Shawn identified several cases of oak 
wilt and assisted landowners in understanding forest health issues and options for dealing with them. Forestry education and outreach 
events included a pine tree planting with boy scouts at the Barry State Game Area; backyard wildlife habitat education with the 
Thornapple Garden Club; a wild edibles hike at Pierce Cedar Creek Institute; and a lakefront conservation practices talk at Long Lake in 
Cloverdale. BCD will continue to offer this valuable assistance in 2016.  

Thanks to the hard work of local area Boy 
Scouts, Barry County is now 690 trees richer. 
The Barry Conservation District teamed up with 
Boy Scout Troop 210 and other local scouts for 
a fun day planting white pines at the Barry State 
Game Area on Sunday, May 3rd.  
This was the first official event for Caledonia’s 
newest Troop 210. The scouts forged invaluable 
bonds with local conservation leaders, which is 
in line with the group’s objectives, says 
Committee Chair Star Santiago. “Our goal is to 

serve our community, get the boys from various 
packs working together, treat each other like 
family, and give the boys every opportunity we 
can for them grow, learn, and make a 
difference.” The troop looks forward to growing 
and happily welcomes new members.  
Barry Conservation District Forester Shawn 
Kelly led the group and explained the ecological 
importance of trees as well as the historic and 
industrial significance of white pines in 
Michigan. White pines serve as an excellent 

source of cover and food for 
deer and other wildlife, so 
their addition will certainly 
enhance the wildlife habitat 
of the game area.  
The trees were provided by 
Consumers Energy and 
Michigan International 
Speedway as part of their 
“On Track to a Greener 
Michigan” program. 

2015 FAP Stats  
Allegan, Barry, and Ottawa Counties 

Oak wilt confirmed in southwest 
Michigan 

Originally published in the Grand Haven Tribune 

          In late June, District Forester Shawn Kelly 
reported two pockets of Oak wilt that were 
identified along the dunes in Grand Haven, MI.  
“Oak wilt is a serious disease affecting 
Michigan’s oak resource. Oaks (especially red 
oaks) usually die within weeks of becoming 
infected,” said Shawn. Oak wilt is difficult to 
diagnose in the field and is often times 
confused with other common oak disorders. To 
prevent the spread of this disease, it is 
especially important for landowners to not 
prune their oak trees from April to July 15th, 
when picnic beetles are most active, to avoid 
attracting the beetles carrying the fungus from 
infected trees. 

Spruce Needlecast a Growing 
Concern in Southwest Michigan 

     Another common tree health issue that 
residents contact the district about is 
Rhizosphaera Needlecast, a fungus that affects 
many varieties of spruce, turning the needles 
purple or brown and eventually killing the tree. 
The fungus is spread by water and is most 
commonly noticed in spring, although it is 
present -year-round and can become active at 
any time. Normal needle die-off and some 
environmental problems can be confused with 
Needlecast, so it is important to contact a 
professional.  
     Selecting more resistant varieties like 
Norway spruce over susceptible varieties like 
Colorado blue spruce can help prevent the 
spread of the disease. It is important to inspect 
any new trees before buying in order to avoid 
infected trees. Trees should be also spaced 
properly to allow air flow and prune trees only 
when dry to help prevent the spread of fungus.  

Consumers Energy, Michigan International Speedway provide trees for local planting 

District Forester Shawn Kelly leads the cub scouts during the 
planting of 690 white pines at the Barry State Game Area. 

93 landowner site visits (2120 acres) 
40 professional referrals 

114 acres enrolled in Qualified Forest Program (QFP) 
408 acres referred to cost-share programs 

642 acres referred to have Forest Management/Stewardship Plans written 
420 acres referred for timber harvest 
10 forestry outreach events conducted 
19 forestry education media publications 
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2015 MAEAP Cover Crops Workshop a Great Success 

Adapting Tile Drainage Systems for Conservation 
     Tile drainage is nothing new to farmers, as 
these labyrinths of underground tiles and tubing 
have long allowed them to convert even the 
heaviest, most poorly drained soils into 
productive fields. But two simple innovations 
may change the way farmers look at their 
systems, allowing them to achieve more 
complex goals than simply moving water off of 
the landscape and even cut farm costs in the 
meantime. 
     Water control structures allow farmers to 
adjust the water table in a field by placing 
boards that the water must flow over, much like 
a moveable dam. This allows farmers to keep 
more nutrients in the soil, where they are of 
greatest benefit, instead of them leaching into 
tile lines, where they can negatively affect water 
quality.  
     Aside from the environmental benefits, being 
able to adjust the water table in agricultural 
fields allows for soils to dry quickly for field 
work, planting, and harvest and also keeps 
moisture in the root zone for higher, more 

consistent yields.  
     Typical structures work best on level ground, 
making them impractical for many parts of Barry 
County. However, a certain type of add-on to 
water control structures, coined the 
“Watergate,” can be installed on the main 
drainage line for every twelve inches of rise in 
the field to accommodate more rolling fields. 
These Watergates 
are float-operated 
head pressure 
valves that extend 
the manageable 
area of the control 
structure out across 
the whole field, 
regardless of slope. 
These structures are 
approved by the US 
Natural Resource 
Conservation 
Service (NRCS) and 
cost-shareable 

through the NRCS EQIP program.  
     Barry County MAEAP technician Ben 
Galbraith is planning an educational field day to 
further explore these systems to see how 
farmers can improve the way their drainage 
systems work for them. The program, sponsored 
by Farm Bureau, will take place this summer.  

     BCD partnered with Barry County Farm 
Bureau and MSU Extension to offer a free cover 
crops field day on September 10th, 2015 at 
McKeown Farms (1792 N M-37 Hwy, 
Middleville). The event included complimentary 
morning refreshments, lunch, and educational 
materials. 
     Attendees learned from expert Dean Baas 
how cover crops can help the productivity, 
sustainability, and profitability of their 
farms. Technician Jeremiah Swain and 
District Conservationist Kelly Bushong 
highlighted some local programs and 
opportunities for farmers as well.  
     Cover crops are plants that grow for a 
short time in between growing seasons. 
Planting cover crops can help keep 
moisture in the soil, prevent soil and 

nutrients from washing off, reduce soil 
compaction, attract insects that help keep fields 
healthy, and can even boost soil nutrient levels.  
This and other agricultural conservation 
practices not only help protect the quality of 
local air, water, and soil, but can also improve 
the business aspect of the farm by reducing the 
need for soil additives and increasing yields. 

Dean Baas discusses the environmental and cost 
benefits of cover crops at the 2015 MAEAP field 

day. 

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSURANCE PROGRAM (MAEAP) 
 

MAEAP is a voluntary certification program to help producers meet environmental quality standards and our technician is available free 
of charge for no-obligation assistance. In 2015, the program joined with Farm Bureau and MSUE to offer a cover crops field day. MAEAP 
technician Ben Galbraith will be leading a 2016 field day focused on water drainage management. A new verification added in 2016 will 
open the MAEAP program to forests and wetlands as well.  

2015 MAEAP Stats 
Barry and Ionia Counties 

19 farm assessments 
25 risk reduction practices implemented 

45 MAEAP verifications 
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YOUTH DAY 

Getting kids outside– Barry County Outdoor Recreation Youth Day 
By Joanne Foreman 

     Sporting groups throughout Barry County 
came together on September 12th at Historic 
Charlton Park to put on the county’s second 
annual Outdoor Recreation Youth Day, an 
opportunity for kids to try out a variety of field, 
woods and water sports for free. The event 
began with registration at 10:00 a.m. at the 
park’s Gas and Steam Barn. Activities were set 
up throughout the park’s recreation area, where 
kids could hike, fish, canoe, kayak, or try their 
hand at multiple shooting simulators, archery 
ranges, hiking and bike trails. All registered 
youth participants were treated to a free lunch 
and received a door prize. There were activities 
suitable for all age groups, and all were welcome 
to attend. Lunch for adults was also available for 
purchase at the park.  
    Local outdoorsman George Cullers, a member 
of the Michigan Trappers and Predator Callers 

Association and the Baltimore Township 
Pheasant Co-op and past vice-president of 
Michigan United Conservation Club (MUCC) 
proposed the idea for the Barry County Outdoor 
Recreation Youth Day. The concept was simple: 
“get kids outdoors!” However, there are many 
factors that seem to work against this idea. 
Electronic games, busy schedules, television, 
economics, and the movement into suburbs and 
away from open spaces, family farms, and 
extended family have limited both the 
opportunities and the interest in outdoor 
recreation. Offering a chance for kids to get 
hands-on experience with outdoor activities, at 
no cost, may open the door to a lifetime 
interest. With assistance from the Barry 
Conservation District, the idea quickly caught on 

with local sporting 
groups as well as state 
and local agencies, and 
plans for the event soon 
took shape.  
     Over two dozen 
groups hosted activities 
at the event. Target 
shooting simulators were 
offered by local 
Pheasants Forever and 
National Wild Turkey 
Federation chapters, as 
well as DNR Hunter 
Safety. Quality Deer 
Management 
Association and the Michigan Long Bow 
Association both provided hands-on archery 
instruction. A trapping demonstration was 
hosted by the Michigan Trappers and Predator 
Callers Association. Local Girl Scout and Boy 
Scout troops set up camps and offered tips on 
camping skills, safety and fun. Kids joined a trail 
walk sponsored by the Chief Noonday Chapter 
of the North Country Trail Association, and 
joined trail rides with the West Michigan 
Mountain Biking Alliance. The Western Michigan 
Brittany Club sponsored sporting dog 
demonstrations by various breeds throughout 
the day. Hands-on fishing opportunities were 
offered by Alder Creek Angling, the Sportsmen’s 
Outreach Team and K&E Lures. The Battle Creek 
Outdoor Education Center and 
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 
offered macroinvertebrate 
sampling. The DNR’s Forest 
Management Fire Division 
highlighted fire prevention and kids 
were allowed to climb in their 
patrol cars The Barry County Sheriff 
Posse and Marine Division were on 
hand with patrol vehicles and a 
fingerprinting booth. The Barry 
County Agricultural Promotion 
Board hosted a hay bale toss and 
Tyler Creek Golf Course provided a 

bounce house for wee ones. 
    The event, lunch and give-away items were 
wholly funded by donations from the local 
community and participating organizations. 
Special recognition is extended to the Kiwanis 
Club of Hastings, Delton and Hastings Rotary 
Clubs, Quality Deer Management Association, 
Pheasants Forever of Barry County, Barry County 
Conservation Club, Sportsmen’s Outreach Team, 
Barry County Parks and Recreation Board, 
Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, Barry County 
Sheriff Posse, Miller Real Estate, Michigan 
Trappers and Predator Callers Association, 
Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, Hastings Mutual 
Insurance and Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs.  
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The second annual Barry County Outdoor Recreation Youth Day was held on Saturday, September 12th at Historic Charlton Park. Approximate-
ly 500 children and their parents attended this free event and the youth enjoyed trying dozens of outdoor activities. This event continues to be 
funded by generous local sponsors. The 2016 Youth Day will be held on September 10th, from 10am-5pm at Charlton Park. The group hopes to 
add several new exhibitors and is always looking for new partners! 



 

HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM (HAP) 
The Hunting Access Program (HAP) continues to seek landowners who are interested in leasing their land for public hunting access. Lease rates 
are higher than ever and a new program in 2016 will also fund habitat improvement projects on HAP lands. BCD manages the HAP properties 
for both Allegan and Barry Counties, which totaled 1120 acres in 2015. 

     The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources will receive $951,400 to expand its 
Hunting Access Program into the northern 
Lower Peninsula to increase private-land hunting 
opportunities. This grant, awarded by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s Voluntary Public 
Access and Habitat Incentive Program, also will 
improve wildlife habitats by enhancing 
grassland, forest and food plots. 
     The Voluntary Public Access and Habitat 
Incentive Program encourages landowners to 
allow outdoor enthusiasts greater access to their 
privately owned land for hunting, bird watching, 
fishing and hiking. According to a 2013 study by 
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
outdoor recreation supports 6.1 million direct 
jobs across the country and $646 billion in 
spending each year. Deer hunting alone attracts 

more than 700,000 hunters to Michigan each 
year and contributes billions of dollars to the 
state’s economy. 
     Michigan's Hunting Access Program was 
created in 1977 to increase public hunting 
opportunities in southern Michigan, where 97 
percent of the land base is privately owned. 
Through HAP, private landowners receive 
financial incentives for allowing hunters access 
to their lands. One of the oldest dedicated 
private-lands, public-access programs in the 
nation, HAP provides access to quality hunting 
lands near urban areas. 
     According to DNR wildlife biologist Mike 
Parker, “HAP enrollment will be targeted 
primarily in the agricultural areas in the 
northeast and western northern Lower 
Peninsula, where public land is a bit scarce. 

Grant funds will also be used to restore wildlife 
habitat on willing HAP properties, to improve 
opportunities for deer hunters, turkey hunters 
and small game hunters alike.” 
     Using funds from Michigan’s recent license 
restructuring, this new federal grant and an 
existing USDA grant, the DNR plans to continue 
expanding the program in the southern Lower 
Peninsula, the northern Lower Peninsula and 
the eastern Upper Peninsula over the next three 
years.  
     Visit www.michigan.gov/hap to learn more 
about the program and to see a current list of 
private lands available for hunting in Michigan. 
The HAP Web page includes details about 
enrolled properties, including types of hunting 
allowed and aerial photos of the properties. 

DNR's Hunting Access Program awarded grant to increase hunting opportunities  
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Sept. 1, 2015 

2015 Allegan/Barry County HAP Properties 

Bolks– 79 acres 

Madejczyk– 88 acres 

Peake and Sons– 458 acres 

Rock– 123 acres 

Otis (Audubon)- 127 acres 

Warner (Audubon)- 109 acres 

Kipen– 39 acres 

Keech– 97 acres  

Hunting Access Program Basics 
     HAP is a financial opportunity for landowners that also provides public hunting opportunities in southern 
Michigan. Very little of the land in the lower third of the state, where about 90 percent of Michigan residents 
live, is open to public hunting. Research has shown that difficulty in finding a place to hunt may be the primary 
factor causing people to give up hunting. HAP offers a chance to increase and diversify your farm income, while 
helping to control deer damage or nuisance wildlife. The DNR leases private lands from landowners who give 
licensed hunters access to their property. Hunters using HAP lands are asked to register each time they visit the 
property.  You may chose to allow all hunting, youth and apprentice hunting only, small game only, deer only 
or turkey only or a combination.  To encourage recruitment of new hunters, some HAP lands may be open only 
to youth and apprentice hunting. Landowners are free from liability as stated in P.A. 451 of 1994. Hunters are 
also expected to follow certain rules while on the property and assistance is available should any conflicts arise. 
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OTHER 2015 PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Wildlife Projects 
Two U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Partners Restoration Projects made great strides in 2015. Restoration of 100 feet of 
streambank stabilization and stream channel was completed in Middleville. In Nashville, 2.5 acres of wetland were restored 
along a quality stream, providing a multitude of environmental benefits. Spring 2016 will bring finishing work on both projects 
including final contouring and native landscaping work to maximize erosion control. 

20th Annual Thornapple River Cleanup 
The 20th Annual Thornapple River Clean Up was a great 
success! A total of 122 volunteers cleaned 60 cubic 
yards of garbage and recyclables from 67 river miles. A 
big thanks to our generous sponsors and volunteers. 
The 21st annual cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 17th, 2016 and we look forward to seeing 
you all there! 

Thornapple River Watershed Management Plan 
The Thornapple River Watershed Management Plan was officially approved in June, 2015.  The plan identifies and maps areas of 
non-point source pollution throughout the watershed. BCD is currently seeking funding to address some of the issues identified 
in the plan.  

Barry County Agricultural Promotion Board 

Barry Conservation District was hired to provide administrative support to 
the Barry County Agricultural Promotion Board in June, 2014 and made 
great strides in the realm of marketing in 2015. Thanks to the support of 
the Barry Community Foundation, the board worked with Patrice Martin of 
the Nonprofit Network to develop a marketing plan to promote agricultural 
products and services and farming in general in Barry County. BCD staff will 
work with the board in 2016 to build on this momentum, focusing on 
building key partnerships along with promotional materials and events. 

Pheasant Restoration Initiative 
The Baltimore Township Pheasant Cooperative, 
initiated under the Michigan Pheasant Restoration 
Initiative, continues to grow in membership and habitat 
development. 2015 highlights included seven acres of 
invasive autumn olive removal in the spring and the 
raising and release of 131 pheasant chicks in July.  
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Thornapple River Watershed Council president Erv Gambee with the waste 
removed at the Reuhs Park stretch of  the 20th annual Thornapple River Cleanup 

The Agricultural Promotion Board  had a great time 

teaching kids the fun of farming at Youth Day. 



 

Barry-Calhoun-Kalamazoo Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area  
BCD is happy to announce that Barry County has received support from the MDNR to form a Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (CISMA) 
along with Calhoun and Kalamazoo counties. BCD will house an Invasive Outreach Educator for the county, as well as coordinate with the CISMA 
invasive strike team to survey, prioritize, and treat the invasive species outbreaks of greatest concern. This education is free of charge and 
participation in the CISMA management planning is open to the public. 

     By now you may have heard of invasive 
species in one regard or another. Perhaps the 
emerald ash borer left skeletons of once-
majestic trees scattered about your property. 
Maybe you have not-so-fond memories of late 
spring days spent painstakingly pulling garlic 
mustard from your land. You may have once 
thought that purple loosestrife was a beautiful 
addition to your shoreline until it became all 
that was left. Or perhaps you have never had 
close contact with an invasive species and you 
wonder what the fuss is all about.  
     It is important to understand the difference 
between non-native plants and invasive plants. 
The term “non-native” is relative- it refers to any 
living organism that did not naturally originate 
from an area in which it is currently found. So 
what is non-native in Barry County is not 
necessarily non-native in all of Michigan, let 
alone the rest of the United States or other 
countries. Non-native species are not always 
harmful and many are beneficial, for example 
the beloved ring-necked pheasant, apple trees, 

and dandelions.  
     The term “invasive species” refers specifically 
to non-native species that have harmful 
impacts, be it to economy, the environment, or 
human health. Thus, if it is native, it is not an 
invasive species. Nor can it be considered an 
invasive species if it is benign or beneficial. 
Therein lies the catch and the real reason that 
invasive species are a problem for everyone- 
they cause a significant amount of damage.     
     The most cost-effective and easiest way to 
deal with invasive species is to prevent their 
establishment altogether, which is why many 
conservationists heavily promote planting only 
native species. Unfortunately, often times the 
invasive capacity of a non-native species is 
unpredictable until it is too late. One such case 
of this is autumn olive, which was once 
celebrated and planted for wildlife habitat and 
as a food source but was found to be highly 
invasive in southwest Michigan. Once an 
invasive species is already introduced to an area, 
the best way to deal with it is early detection of 

the species and rapid response (treatment). A 
great way to coordinate these efforts is through 
a Cooperative Invasive Species Management 
Area (CISMA), which is a community-based 
group made up of private landowners, non-
governmental organizations, natural resource 
management groups, governmental agencies, 
and others who agree to work to collectively 
combat invasive species on a large scale.  
     Barry County recently received support from 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) to form a (CISMA) along with Calhoun 
and Kalamazoo counties. The Barry 
Conservation District will house an Invasive 
Outreach Educator for the county, as well as 
coordinate with the CISMA invasive strike team 
to survey, prioritize, and treat the invasive 
species outbreaks of greatest concern.  
 
If you would like to join the CISMA, have the 
educator give a workshop to your group, or 
learn more, please contact the Barry 
Conservation District . 

Alien invaders in your backyard! Are invasive species really such a big deal? 

American Chestnut Council Project 

     The great American chestnut was once a 
dominant tree in its natural range, an impressive 
belt stretching from Maine to Missouri across 
the Great Appalachian Valley. The tree was 
brought to Michigan by early settlers and soon 
became a common sight on the landscape.  
     An airborne bark fungus causing chestnut 
blight was discovered in 1904 and it did not take 
long for it to devastate the nation’s American 
chestnut population. It is estimated that three to 
four billion individual trees were lost to the 
disease in the first half of the twentieth century 
alone.  

     However, pockets of American chestnut 
survived the blight and Michigan is blessed with 
one of the few remaining productive groves in 
the nation. The American Chestnut Council, 
based out of Cadillac, is working with BCD to sell 
trees grown from the nuts produced by that 
grove. The council has been running this 
program for decades and the district is thrilled 
to now be a part of this work.  
     Although the seedlings are not guaranteed 
blight-free and are not hybridized to be blight-
resistant, if adequately protected from drought 
and wildlife until mature, they should grow well 

for many years and even produce nuts. 
     American chestnut can grow to nearly 100 
feet in height and 10 feet in diameter. Given the 
right conditions, nuts are produced around 7-8 
years and deer, turkey, pheasant, ruffed grouse, 
wood ducks, squirrels, and songbirds all crack 
open the spiny burs to reveal the tasty chestnuts 
within. The tree’s small green flowers arranged 
as long, drooping catkins also attract wildlife. 
American chestnut is a great tree for timber 
harvest as well and, if you look hard enough, you 
can still find chestnut built into many of the 
barns in the county. 

NEW PROJECTS IN 2016 
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