
 

 

White spruce: Prefers well-drained loamy soils 

(but is tolerant to a wide range of soils) and full sun 

to full shade (best in full sun). Great for windrows, 

landscaping, and erosion control. Grows to 75-

100+ ft tall. 

White Cedar (Arborvitae): Prefers moist, well-

drained mineral soils and can tolerate full sun to 

full shade. Great for deer cover and winter browse 

(shelter until over 6’), windbreaks, bird cover and 

food, and landscaping. Grows to 30-60 ft tall. 

White pine: Tolerates a variety of soils and sunlight 

conditions. Great for timber value, windbreaks, 

and as food and cover for many wildlife species. 

Grows to over 100 ft tall. Fun fact: this is 

Michigan’s state tree! 

American Larch (Tamarack): Prefers wet, acidic 

soils and full sun. Great for a variety of wildlife, for 

planting along the edge of acidic swamps, and 

awesome fall color. Grows to 50-75 ft tall. Fun fact: 

this is Michigan’s only deciduous conifer! 

Chinkapin oak:  Prefers well-drained soils and full 

sun to partial shade. Great for game species, 

pollinators, and fall cover. Grows to 100+  ft tall. 

Sugar maple: Prefers rich, moist, well-drained soils 

and can tolerate full sun to full shade. Great for 

birds and other wildlife, sap for maple syrup, and 

fall color. Grows to 100+ ft tall. 

Black cherry: Prefers well-drained soils and 

tolerates full sun to full shade. Great for many 

species of wildlife, timber value, human 

consumption of fruit, and as an ornamental/fall 

color. Grows to 100+ ft tall. 

Black walnut: Grows in a variety of soils and 

prefers full sun. Great for its timber value, nut 

production, and as a wildlife food source. Grows 

to 70-90 ft tall but can reach 150’ in ideal 

conditions.  

Kentucky coffeetree: Prefers deep, rich, moist 

sandy loam or silty clay soils and tolerates full sun 

to full shade. Great for landscaping (can tolerate 

urban conditions), cabinet making, and for nesting 

birds. Grows to 75-100 ft tall. Fun fact: while the 

raw beans are poisonous, pioneers used to roast 

the beans and brew them as a substitute for coffee, 

hence the name! 

Prairie crabapple: Prefers moist, rich soils (but can 

tolerate drier conditions)and full sun. Great for 

wildlife food, nesting birds, and woodland edge 

habitat. Grows to 35 ft tall. Be sure to not plant 

near cedar trees, as this crabapple is affected by 

cedar-apple rust. 

American hazelnut: Grows in a variety of moist to 

dry, well-drained soils and tolerates partial to full 

shade. Great for deer, turkeys, birds, squirrels, and 

human consumption. Grows to 6-12 ft tall. 

Silky dogwood: Tolerates moist to wet loam, clay, 

and sand and partial to full shade. Great for 

wildlife, edge habitat, and birds. Grows to 6-10 ft 

tall. 

Highbush cranberry: Prefers medium to wet, fairly 

fertile soils and partial to full sun. Great for 

wildlife, winter color, and as a medium tall 

hedgerow. Grows to 6-12 ft tall. 

Nannyberry: Can grow in a variety of both moist 

and dry soils and tolerates full sun to full shade. 

Great for wildlife, hedgerows, and as an 

ornamental (berries, flowers, and fall color.) 

Grows to 6-9 ft tall. 

Buckbrush (Coralberry): Prefers well-drained sand, 

loam, or clay soils and partial to full shade. Great 

for wildlife, woodland understory plantings, and 

as an ornamental with attractive winter berries 

and foliage. Grows to 3-6 ft tall. 
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