Circle Pines Dives Into Forest
Management with MAEAP
Barry County’s own Circle Pines
Center is taking steps towards improving
forest management practices. Since 1882,
The Summer Camp and Retreat Center
adjacent to the Barry State Game Area has
been a social hub for environmentalists
and community leaders. Forest
stewardship has been a significant goal for
the current leadership, and they have just
completed MAEAP certification early in
December. MAEAP is the Michigan
Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program, and in working with the Forestry
Assistance Program, has developed a
certification for Forests, Wetlands and
Wildlife Habitat. This certification tool
helps landowners make wise choices for
their conservation efforts by providing
standards of sustainability for their
management plans and recognition for the
good work being done.
Figuring out the goals for forest
management is the first step and often the
hardest part. Circle Pines fortunately had a
clear vision of their future and what they
could get out of their woods. Their focus
was primarily about the recreation their
members enjoy, improving the health of
the woods, and the sustainability of forest
growth and the products it provides.
During visits with MAEAP Technician Tori
Frailey and District Forester Ben Savoie, the
leadership at Circle Pines were able to find
out what practices would help them reach
these goals, and were referred to a
professional forester to write up their
forest management plan. This type of plan
is useful for the long-term use of the
forest, as it gives clear guidelines and
reasoning for doing management activities
such as timber harvests. The document is
useful not only to the current generation,
but also for leaders to come, to help set
their vision based on Circle Pines’ values.
The plan must meet rigorous standards
that we’re made with the assistance of
the American Tree Farm System, the
leading organization for forest
sustainability.
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Why go through the trouble of all
this work in the woods? For Circle Pines, it
all comes down to the sustainability of our
county’s woodland. Roughly a third of
Barry County’s land is forested, a majority
of that is owned by the families that live
here, making it a part of our history and
legacy. The enjoyment we get from
recreation, the beauty of the woods, and
the habitat for wildlife are all things that
can benefit from managing the woods
responsibly. Not only that, but getting
value for the timber sold while managing
the woods can help fund many activities
for conservation or enjoyment of the
woods. The challenge that getting MAEAP
certified presents is there to help you reap
the rewards of good stewardship.
If you have forest land you can get
certified and get your very own sign,
showing off that you are a woodland
steward. The Barry Conservation District
has staff available to help you reach
your management goals and get MAEAP
certified just like Circle Pines. MAEAP
Technician Tori Frailey and District Forester
Ben Savoie can provide expert advice at no
cost to you. Call the district and set up a
site assessment to see what you can do
with your woods! You can reach them at
269-908-4134, or send an
email to ben.savoie@macd.org.

This month by
the numbers:
Site Visits - 10
Site Visit Acreage - 891
Referrals - 14
Outreach Events - 1
Media Occurrences - 1
FWH A SYSTs - 1

Open Referrals:
None available at
this time, but more
soon to come in the
New Year! Thank you
for all your hard
work!

