The Qualified Forest Program
Michigan has twenty
million acres of forest land,
making it one of the top ten
most forested states in the
country. Around forty
percent of this forested area
is owned by individuals and
families, serving as a
valuable resource for
recreation, wildlife, and
timber production. The
Qualified Forest Program
(QFP) is a property tax
exemption on privatelyowned land, for those who
manage their forests
sustainably.
The QFP provides two
major tax benefits- a
maximum of eighteen mills
reduced from school
operating taxes, and the
prevention of “uncapping”
on a parcel's taxable value
when the parcel transfers
ownership. A two-mill
equivalent fee is applied
toward the Private
Forestland Enhancement
Fund, intended to stimulate
opportunities for forest
management on private
lands.
To qualify for QFP, the
parcel must be between
twenty and 640 acres.
Parcels between twenty and

forty acres must be at least
eighty percent covered with
productive forest land and
parcels larger than forty
acres must be at least fifty
percent covered. Finally, a
management plan from a
professional forester is
required for QFP enrollment.
Public access is not a
requirement of the program.
All application forms and
the required management
plan must be submitted by
September 1st to be
enrolled the following year.
If you wish to participate
in the program, or want to
learn more, your local
Conservation District
Forester will be able to help
you through the process.
The District Forester
provides on-site
assessments and
professional referrals to
landowners with forested
land at no charge and can
answer your questions
about the program and how
to get started. For Allegan,
Barry, and Ottawa Counties,
contact District Forester
Benjamin Savoie at 269908-4134, or
ben.savoie@macd.org.
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This month by the
numbers:
12 Site visits - 537 acres
8 Private Referrals - 180 acres
4 Public Referrals - 231
1 Media Occurence

Open referrals:
03-19-16
32 acres of forested land in Western
Allegan county, landowner lives on
property and has not conducted a
timber harvest since ownership,
aside from land clearing for home
construction. Pine plantation is a
large component of the woods, with
minimal regeneration in the
understory. An oak forest ecosystem
is in place, with a transition to
shade-tolerant hardwoods such as
maple and beech, as well as a
significant amount of hemlocks in
the lower portions of the woods.
Looking to thin most of the pines
and sell some oak.
08-19-12
118 acre forested parcel in Branch
County, seeking a management
plan to enter the Qualified Forest
Program, interest parties can reach
Charles Tippmann at 260-4141551.

