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      The trees of Michigan bring us the
the pastel colors of Spring as their
buds begin to show. During this time,
when the leaves haven't formed, many
folks ask the Conservation District how
they can identify the trees that they
have. Early Spring is actually a great
time of year to identify trees, as you
can identify a species just by their
buds! The easiest buds to find are the
“terminal buds”, the ones that appear
at the ends of branches. The most
common trees we have in Southwest
Michigan are Maples and Oaks, and
the District Forester gets asked to
identify Black Walnut most often.
There are features you can look out for
to find out what you have all on your
own.
       When identifying trees by buds,
you do need to get a close look. This is
pretty simple for seedlings, since you
can reach the branches easily, but for
larger trees you may need a pair of
binoculars. Out of the common trees of
Michigan, Maples can be the easiest to
identify. To start, the branches of
Maple species sprout on directly
opposite sides of one another. Very few
species of trees do this in Michigan.
There are two main groups of Maples
to tell apart: Sugar Maples, and Soft
Maples. Sugar Maple buds are in
clumps of three, and are long, pointed,
and have tight scales. Soft Maples
have large clusters of buds around the
tip of the branch, with the leading bud
being much larger, and are usually red
in color. The location of the tree can
also help with identification, since
Sugar Maples prefer dry sites, and Soft
Maples can handle wet soil.

       Another frequently seen tree
in Southwest Michigan is the
mighty Oak. There are three major
families of Oak trees, divided into
Black, Red, and White Oaks. Black
Oaks most often have buds in
groups of three, and are covered
in fine white hairs. Red Oaks tend
to have large knobby clusters of
buds, that have a waxy shine and
reddish color. White Oaks tend to
have smaller clusters of buds than
Red Oak, but also has fine white
or gray hairs similar to Black Oak.
White Oak buds also tend to have
very round tips. Oaks can be very
tricky to identify down to the exact
species, since there are more than
a dozen species of Oaks in
Michigan that can looks very
similar to one another. The
guidelines listed above can get
you to their general group.
       Finally, we get to the King of
Timber in this part of the state,
Black Walnut. This tree tends to
have one large bud at the end of
their branches. It is stubby,
covered in gray hairs, and most
often has a gray color itself. If you
can get a very close look at the
branch, you can find a very unique
feature to Black Walnut left by the
leaves. After the leaves fall in
autumn, they leave a “leaf scar”
on the branch. Walnut's leaf scar
has three lobes, and the markings
inside these lobes give it the
appearance of a monkey's face!
       This list is a good primer to
identification of the trees of
Michigan, but there are so many
species that they couldn't be
covered in just one short article. If
you want to learn more, there are
many resources available to you
at your local Conservation District.
The Forestry Assistance Program
provides forestry education,
professional forest management
advice, and referrals to local
resource professionals at no cost
to landowners. The District
Forester for Barry, Allegan, and
Ottawa county is available to
provide on-site assessments at no
cost. You can reach District
Forester Ben Savoie at 269-908-
4134, or send an email to
ben.savoie@macd.org.

This Month by
the numbers:

 
Site Visits - 4

 
Site Visit Acreage - 79

 
Private Sector Referrals - 4

 
Public Sector Referrals - 2

 
Media Occurrences - 4

 
 

Using Buds for Spring Tree ID

Open Referrals:
 

None available at this time,
keep watch for new requests

at the Barry CD website or
stay tuned for more requests

via email.
 

As always, thank you for all
the work you do!

 


