BCK CISMA this
month in numbers

1 acre surveyed
6 passive outreach efforts
100 impressions
1 publications with articles
30,000 impressions

BCK CISMA
Chinese yam's fiddle shaped leaves

Meeting Updates
The next BCK CISMA Meeting is
currently being scheduled for sometime
in February. Please submit your
availability via the Doodle Poll:
https://doodle.com/poll/p2n4zkafdv6px
tww
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YUCKY YAMS!

With Thanksgiving right around the
corner, the mention of sweet potatoes
or yams might have you drooling with
visions of spiced tubers and gooey
marshmallow goodness. Enjoy these
holiday dishes, but beware the
Chinese yam! No, Chinese yam is not a
lovable substitute for the table-friendly
amber delight, but rather a nasty
invasive species to be on the lookout
for.
Below ground, Chinese yam has
large, round, tuberous roots that can
reach lengths of three feet. Above
ground, Chinese yam is a twining vine
that can reach 16 feet high. Its leaves
are fiddle shaped and grow directly
across from each other on the vine.
The leaf’s veins originate from a single
point at the base of the pant and work
their way to the smooth edges.
Chinese yam has small yellowish-white
flowers that are arranged in a line
where the leaves meet the
vine, call the leaf axils. The flowers
give off a cinnamon-like smell. Aerial
tubers, or plant storage containers that
look like small potatoes, also grow at
the leaf axils in late summer. These
tubers will drop to the ground in the
fall and form new vines in the spring.

In its native range, Chinese yam is
a valued food source. In North
America, Chinese yam quickly grows
without competition or predators
along forest edges, stream banks and
drainage ways. Allowing the vine to
climb, suffocate and eventually kill
nearby trees and shrubs.
The best management practice for
Chinese yam is a foliar treatment
before the aerial tubers can form.
Improper chemical or treatment
method will cause spread. Having
such a hardy root, hand pulling,
cutting and mowing Chinese yam
will only stimulates sprouting,
leading to denser infestations.
Removing tubers will not slow the
growth of existing Chinese yam, but
it will prevent spread.
Chinese yam is commonly
mistaken for many species, including
native wild yam, greenbriers, wild
potato, native morning glories, and
many native bindweeds. It is
important to verify the plant of
concern is Chinese yam before
takingfurther action.

Top: Chinese yam overtaking a ladder
Bottom: Chinese yam's small potato like
tubers.

BCK CISMA is dedicated to combating
the threat of invasive species in Barry,
Calhoun and Kalamazoo Counties. If
you have invasive species concerns
within those counties, please contact
Fallon Januska at
fallon.januska@macd.org or 269-9084136.

