BCK CISMA this
month in numbers

BCK CISMA
Female Asian Longhorned Beetle

October 2019

3.3 acres treated
4 active outreach events
180 impressions
11 passive outreach efforts
1,640 impressions
1 publications with articles
30,000 impressions
Meeting Updates
The next BCK CISMA Meeting is
Thursday, November 7th from 1-3pm at
the Kellogg Bird Sanctuary Auditorium.

SPOOOOOOKY BUGS!
‘Tis the season for all things scary,
and nothing scares me more the
invasive pest Asian Longhorned
Beetle!
Arriving in solid wood packing
material from Asia, the Asian
Longhorned Beetle (ALB) wasfirst
detected in New York in 1996. Later, in
1998, a population was discovered in
Chicago. Fortunately, the Chicago
population was declared eradicated in
2008. Currently, the closest known
infestation of ALB is in southern Ohio.
An adult ALB can reach 1.5 inches
long. A female will have antennae
about the size of their bodies, while
the male’s antennae are one to two
times longer than their bodies. Their
bodies are black with irregular white
spots. ALBs long antennae alternate
black and white bands. Both the
antennae and six feet have abluish
tinge.
An adult female will dig a half inch
hole in the bark of a hardwood tree to
lay 30-70 eggs. After 10-15 days the
larvae hatch and start feeding on the
outer sapwood of the tree. As the
larvae matures it will move deeper into
the heartwood of the tree and grow to
reach 2.4 inches long. The ALB
reaches its adult stage between

May and October. At that time, it will
exit the tree,leaving perfectly round
holes roughly the size of a common
pencil. The process from egg to adult
takes about a year.
The most terrifying thing about
ALB is the range of trees it will attack.
Its preferred host trees include:
ashes, birches, elms, horse chestnut,
maples, and willows. No matter
which victim the ALB chooses, the
tree’s wood quality will be destroyed,
and in many cases the tree will die.
As with all invasive species, the
first line of defense against ALB is
prevention. To prevent ALB and
other invasive forest pests, buy
firewood close (within ten
miles is best) to where you plan to
burn it. October is firewood
awareness month! A great place to
learn more and find a creepy
Halloween bug mask to download is
at https://www.dontmovefirewood.
org/firewood-month-toolkit/

Top: ALB comparted to a quarter.
Bottom: ALB larval damage and adult exit
holes.

BCK CISMA is dedicated to combating
the threat of invasive species in Barry,
Calhoun and Kalamazoo Counties. If
you have invasive species concerns
within those counties, please contact
Fallon Januska at
fallon.januska@macd.org or 269-9084136.

