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     Spring has finally arrived! The 

snow is melting and green is starting 

to take over once again. However, 
not all that is green is a welcomed 

sight. Many invasive species, like 

garlic mustard, are the first to grow.
Garlic mustard was first brought over 
from Europe in the 1860s, to use in 

cooking. It gets its name from the 

garlic smell it emits when crushed. Its 

leaves have scalloped edges and 

palmate venation. 
     Garlic mustard has a two-year life 

cycle. In the first year seedlings 

develop into basal rosettes that stay 

close to the ground. Garlic mustard 

will remain green over winter in the 

basal rosette form. Then in the 

spring, it will grow away from the 

ground and send up stalks. On top of 
these stalks are small white flower 
with four petals. Seed capsules form 

soon after the flower, and once the 

seeds have matured the plant will 
die. 
     Not only is garlic mustard more 

competitive than our native species, 
but it is also allelopathic, meaning it 
sends out a chemical that stops other 
plants around it from sprouting. This 

enables it to completely take over the 

ground layer of a forest. 
     You can manage garlic mustard by

GARLIC MUSTARD CHALLENGE

The next BCK CISMA Steering Committee 

meeting is May 7th from 1-3pm at the 

Kellogg Bird Sanctuary Auditorium.
 

BCK CISMA has some new educational 
posters! Contact Fallon if interested.

 

Steering Committee 
Updates

 pulling it, which is best done during 

flowering, before it sets seed. 
Typically that will be around May. 
Garlic mustard’s tap root is long and 

can be tough to pull out, but it is 

important to get the whole root so it 
does not resprout. Pull the stem from 

the base, where it meets the soil, with 

constant firm pressure, for the best 
success. After pulling, place the 

garlic mustard in a thick black plastic 

trash bag marked “invasive species”. 
Set the bag in the sun for a week if 
possible to sterilize the plants prior to 

disposal. After a week or so, the bag 

can be sent to the landfill. 
    Weigh and keep track of how many 

pounds of garlic mustard you can 

pull this year! Then, see how you 

rank against others in the 

Stewardship Network’s annual 
Spring Invasive Species Challenge 

by visiting 

http://www.stewardshipnetwork.org/

spring-challenge

The 2017 MISGP Grant is now closed out, 
with all  grant deliverables having been 

met or exceeded. Way to go, BCK CISMA! 

2017 Grant Update
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Get geared up for garlic mustard pulling with TSN's Spring Invasive Species Challenge!

BCK CISMA is dedicated to combating 
the threat of invasive species in Barry, 
Calhoun and Kalamazoo Counties. If 
you have invasive species concerns 
within those counties, please contact 

Fallon Januska at 
fallon.januska@macd.org or 269-908-

4136.


