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2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Scott Hanshue (Chair) 
Scott is a Fisheries Biologist for the DNR and has 

also worked as an Aquatic Biologist for the DEQ, for 
the National Marine Fisheries Service of NOAA, and 

for USFWS. Scott enjoys hunting and fishing, bird 
watching and other natural history studies.  
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Dear Friends, 
     Conservation Districts have changed greatly since their dust-bowl-era foundation, but we have 
managed to stay true to our roots. Even in 2018, we remain the local gateway for private lands 
conservation efforts.  
     We continued both the Forestry Assistance and Agricultural Environmental Assurance 
programs, providing education and advice to many private landowners. Through grant funding 
and with support from local partners, Barry, Calhoun, and Kalamazoo counties formed an Invasive 
Species Management Area (BCK CISMA), educating thousands and treating high priority invasive 
species infestations. Youth Day brought in more children than ever this year (780!) and continues 
to be an event we can all be proud of. We also started two brand new initiatives, a targeted 
voluntary program to reduce nonpoint source pollution in the Thornapple and a wildlife habitat 
restoration project on three sites in the county. 
     None of these programs would be possible without the concern and dedication of Barry County 
residents to our bounty of natural resources. Whether you plant trees each spring, help with the 
river cleanup, bring your kids to Youth Day, participate in our conservation planning programs, or 
attend a workshop once in a while, thank-you. The future of our natural spaces and indeed our 
own well-being rests in your caring hands. Warm regards, 

Sarah 

Shawn Kelly 
Soil Conservation Technician 

Shawn enjoys applying his knowledge of natural systems to help 
private landowners better understand, manage, and conserve their 
natural resources. 

NRCS STAFF 
Kelly Bushong 

District Conservationist 
An avid sportsman with a love for the outdoors, Kelly has a long 
history of working with Conservation Districts and the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service. He is the county’s main contact for 
NRCS programs.  

Sarah Nelson  
Executive Director 
Sarah has served in the Peace Corps and has also worked for the 
USFS. She likes tackling the challenges of conservation education, 
restoration, and finding feasible conservation options for everyone. 

Ben Savoie 
District Forester 
Ben has experience in community organizations and forestry field 
work. He enjoys involving the community in ecological restoration 
and improving public knowledge on conservation management. 

BCD STAFF 

Sadie Guernsey 
MAEAP Technician 
Sadie grew up in Ionia, was involved in 4-H and FFA, and studied 
Agriculture Technology at Baker College. She is passionate about 
agriculture, livestock, the outdoors, and helping others. 

David Comeau 
Watershed Coordinator 
David seeks to educate landowners on the importance of water 
quality and empower them to take action to protect their local 
water resources. 

Bill Sowle (Vice Chair) 
Bill is a sales representative for a large technology 

company. In his spare time he runs a small beef 
farm and supports conservation practices and NRCS 

programs.  

Mark Bishop (Treasurer) 
Mark grew up in Calhoun County and is recently 

retired from a career as a DNR public land manager. 
Mark’s background includes planning and on the 
ground implementation of habitat improvement 

and restoration projects.  

Fred Flower (Secretary)  
Fred is a lifelong sportsman who has become very 
active in the local chapter of QDMA, which has giv-
en him new insight on habitat and how it relates to 
wildlife and quality of life for us all. Fred lives on his 

grandfather’s farm in Delton.  

Bob Baker (Board Member) 
Bob owns a fifty-cow dairy in Hastings and currently 

serves as the Vice President of the Barry-Eaton 
Michigan Milk Producers’ Association (MMPA) and 

as an MMPA Delegate. Bob serves on the Barry 
County Agricultural Promotion Board. 



 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION 
To promote responsible natural resource and land-use 

management for present and future generations  

OUR VISION 
To be Barry County’s recognized conservation leader 

Hunting Access Program 
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Forestry Assistance Program 
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Michigan Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program 
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Barry-Calhoun-Kalamazoo Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area (BCK CISMA) 
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Thornapple River Nonpoint Source Pollution Reduction 
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Youth Day 

2017 Program Review 

About the District 

WHAT’S INSIDE 

2017 Board of Directors and Staff 
Letter From the Director  
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2018 Board Candidates 
Mission/Vision  

BILL SOWLE 
Bill’s appreciation for the outdoors is rooted in his childhood. Having 

grown up on a hobby farm and having been born into a family of 
sportsmen, valuing and protecting our resources is important to him. 

From rabbit hunting to raising Dutch Rabbits, he learned that 
wildlife and domestic animal life are both something to 

cherish and to cultivate. In addition to his small beef 
farm, Bill and his wife also keep a few hives of 

honeybees. Bill’s off farm job as a sales 
representative for a large technology company based 

in Minnesota keeps him on the road in Western and 
Northern Michigan. He enjoys earning a living while 

enjoying the sights, smells, and sounds of the prettiest 
state in the country. After having participated in NRCS 

programs and seeing the benefits of trying new 
management practices, Bill would like to serve others and help them 
as well. There are many benefits available to the community through 
the NRCS, and Bill looks forward to doing his part to promote being a 

good neighbor to all of Barry County. 

2018 BOARD CANDIDATES 
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George was born in rural Maryland. His grandfather was a farmer and 
George learned farm work early on by helping when he could. He 
moved to Baltimore after high school and then later lived in 
Alaska for three years before moving to Michigan. Shortly 
after coming to Michigan, he moved to a 140 acre farm 
in Baltimore Township, where he still resides today. 
George served on the MUCC board of directors for 
over 15 years and served as an officer on Michigan 
Trappers Association for 25 years. He founded the 
Baltimore Township Pheasant Co-op and the Barry 
County Outdoor Recreation Youth Day. George has 
participated in NRCS programs and has been a strong 
supporter of the Conservation District for many years. He has 
been impressed with the accomplishments the BCD has achieved in 
this county in the last twenty years, even when resources are limited.  

GEORGE CULLERS 

New for 2018 

10 

Barry County Wildlife Habitat Enhancement 



 

 

Oaks Looking Rough? 

Prevention is key!  
Please do not cut or trim oaks April through September. If an oak is wounded, apply 
tree wound or latex-based paint immediately. Do not move firewood. 

FORESTRY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (FAP) 

   Michigan has twenty million acres of 
forest land, making it one of the top ten 
most forested states in the country. Around 
forty percent of this forested area is owned 
by individuals and families, and provides a 
valuable resource for recreation, wildlife, 
and timber production. The Qualified 
Forest Program is a property tax exemption 
for private landowners who manage their 
forests with sustainable methods.  
   The QFP provides two major tax benefits 
to those who are enrolled: up to eighteen 
mills reduced from school operating taxes 
and the prevention of “uncapping” on a 
parcel's taxable value when the parcel 
transfers ownership. A two mill equivalent 
fee is applied to go toward the Private 
Forestland Enhancement Fund, intended to 
stimulate opportunities for forest 
management on private lands. 

   In order to qualify, the parcel must be 
between 20 and 640 acres. The property 
must be at least 80% covered with 
productive forest land for parcels between 
20 and 40 acres, or at least 50% covered for 
parcels 40 acres or larger. Finally, a 
management plan from a professional 
forester is required. Public access is not 
required to enter the QFP.  
   QFP applications must be submitted by 
September 1st the year prior to 
enrollment. A two mill equivalent fee is 
applied toward the Private Forestland 
Enhancement Fund, and is intended to 
stimulate opportunities for forest 
management on private lands. 
   If you wish to participate in the program, 
or want to learn more, Barry Conservation 
District Forester Ben Savoie is able to help 
you through the process, provide on-site 

assessments, and refer you to professionals 
at no charge.  

It could be oak wilt. Don’t wait, call today! Free testing may be available. 
Red and black oaks are most vulnerable. Symptoms include rapid summer leaf die-off. 
Oak wilt can be spread through root grafts or spores carried by insects. Cutting live, in-
fected trees quickens the spread of the disease. 
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Regional Tree Farm Field Day Success for 2017 
By Ben Savoie, District Forester 
   2017 was a great year for building 
relationships between landowners and the 
Conservation Districts, and also for 
collaboration between the conservation 
districts. The District Foresters based in Barry, 
Oceana, and Montcalm County have been 
working together in West Michigan to help 
contribute as much as possible to landowners 
in the region.  
   This year, the foresters organized a field day 
for Michigan Tree Farm for the 9 counties in 
their service areas, hosted at P. J. Hoffmaster 
State Park. The event was free of charge, and 
offered forestry assistance for landowners, and 
identification of Hemlock Woolly Adelgid. 
There was also a discussion on sustainable 
forest management at certified Tree Farms in 
Coopersville. The audience reached 25 people, 
reaching from all across the region. Similar 
events are being planned for the future, so 
keep an eye out for more upcoming events! 

Qualified Forest Program: Forest Management for Your Benefit 
By Ben Savoie, District Forester 

Local Students and BCD Earn Award for Arbor Day Tree Planting 
By Ben Savoie, District Forester 
The Barry Conservation District, Hastings 
FFA, and Hastings 4-H were honored with 
the “Keep Michigan 
Beautiful” award for 
their oak forest 
restoration efforts this 
past spring. The site had 
previously been planted 
with red pine and the 
school district that owns 
the Orangeville 
property decided to 
harvest the pines and 
then restore the site. In 
celebration of Arbor 
Day 2017, Hastings FFA 
students and Barry County 
4-H members worked 
diligently to plant, water, 
and protect 400 young trees. Chinkapin oak 

was planted to replace the over-mature red 
pine, enhancing biodiversity and providing 

better habitat for local 
wildlife. Students also 
benefitted from the 
experience by learning 
from a professional the 
importance of 
harvesting, planting, 
and managing trees. 
District Forester Ben 
Savoie presented on 
the importance of 
forest management 
and demonstrated tree 
planting and caretaking 

practices to help ensure 
their survival. A big thanks 
to the Sierra Club and 

Hastings FFA for funding this great project! 

Hastings students work to plant 
oaks on a school property as part 

of an Arbor Day project.  

2017 FAP Stats  
Allegan, Barry, and Ottawa Counties 

 

129 landowner site visits 
96 professional referrals 
505 acres enrolled in QFP 

14 forestry outreach events conducted 
12 forestry education media publications 

$57,407 estimated economic impact 



 

   Clean water that comes from roofs and 
does not contain manure or feed should 
be directed or diverted around livestock 
pens and manure storage areas.    
     Predicting the path of potential runoff 
is a good place to begin when thinking 
about implementing some sort of clean 
water diversion on your farm. These 
diversions can be very beneficial.  
   Most barnyards and feedlots have a 
barn or building next to them that has a 
roof sloped towards the barnyard. 
Whether the lot has an earthen floor or 
concrete, diverting the clean water from 
the roof elsewhere is very beneficial. 
Installing gutters on those roofs is a great 
way to divert the clean water so that it 
doesn’t run into the barnyard.  
   For dirt lots, gutters will keep the area 

much drier and less water will collect or 
run off. As for concrete floor barnyards, 
gutters will greatly reduce the risk of 
nutrient runoff from the rush of water 
across the concrete. Debris can very easily 
get into gutters, so regular maintenance 
of your clean water diversion system is 
needed to keep it functioning. 
   Clean water diversion reduces soil 

erosion, improves water quality, and 

keeps nutrients in containment to be 

taken care of in a much more 

conservative way. Diverting clean water 

away from areas that may have manure 

on them keeps the nutrients in the 

manure or on the concrete until it is 

scraped. This also keeps the manure out 

of our clean water. Happy 

diverting!  

Clean Water Diversion in Livestock Production 
By Sadie Guernsey, MAEAP Technician 

   Landowners, are you interested in 
enhancing your forest, wetland, or wildlife 
habitat? MAEAP has developed a new 
way for you to review and improve your 
land management! By becoming verified 
in the MAEAP Forest, Wetland, and 
Habitat (FWH) A*SYST, you can play an 
important part in protecting and 
sustainably managing our natural 
resources. 
   There are a few simple steps to follow 
for your property to get verified! The 
primary requirement is to have a Land 
Management Plan written by a qualified 
natural resource professional. If you’re 
not sure where to start or who to contact, 
get in touch with your local Conservation 
District. The next step is to have a site 
assessment done by your District Forester 
and MAEAP Technician. This is done at no 
cost to you! Finally, a Phase 1 Educational 
Session is also required. This can be done 
online or at an in-person workshop. 
   This program is completely voluntary 
and confidential, so you can decide if you 
want to participate based on what makes 
sense for you and your property. 
   If the FWH A*SYST interests you, get in 

touch with Sadie Guernsey, the new 
MAEAP Technician for the Barry and Ionia 
Conservation Districts. The Michigan 
Agriculture Environmental Assurance 
Program (MAEAP) is an innovative, 

proactive and confidential program that 
helps farms and forest owners voluntarily 
prevent or minimize environmental risks.  

New MAEAP A*SYST Available for forests, wetlands, and wildlife habitat 
By Sadie Guernsey, MAEAP Technician 

MICHIGAN AGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSURANCE PROGRAM (MAEAP) 
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2017 MAEAP Stats 
Barry and Ionia Counties 

40 farm assessments 
 10 MAEAP verifications 

1,139 acres included in a nutrient plan 
250 acres of cover crops 

320 acres of conservation tillage  
819 acres of no-till, zone till, or grass cover 

Pamela Dewey, a Barry County community member and forest landowner, completed 
her MAEAP verification for Forest, Wetlands, and Habitat (FWH). She is actively 

involved in managing her property for wildlife and forest health. Pam is certified as an 
American Tree Farm member and as a Monarch Waystation! She has also worked with 

consulting foresters and invasive species specialists to create detailed management 
plans for her property. Pam is a great example for how to actively manage our forested 

property, and has certainly earned her MAEAP verification! Pam is seen here with 
District Forester Ben Savoie and MAEAP Technician Sadie Guernsey. 



 

 

Red Swamp Crayfish: A new invader to Michigan’s Landscape 
By Ryan Koziatek, BCK CISMA Coordinator 

BARRY-CALHOUN-KALAMAZOO INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT AREA (BCK-CISMA) 

   On a moonlit July night in the pleasant 
Village of Vicksburg, a resident across from 
Sunset Lake was heading back to their home 
after being out of doors. The light from their 
phone was illuminating their path, when a 
strange figure moved in the grass. The 
clawed creature looked familiar, but in the 
increasing illumination from closer 
inspection, something didn’t quite seem 
right. It was a crayfish, but the claws had 
crimson red raised bumps and similarly 
colored thorn-like protrusions making it 
alien to those native crustaceans they 
were familiar with.    
   Advantageously, they noted the time, 
took a photo, and made sure the image 
was clear before heading inside to find 
out what they found in the yard. A quick 
search on the internet produced images 
and descriptions similar to that which had 
been witnessed. It seemed to be the “red 
swamp crayfish,” an invasive species that is 
high on the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) watch-list.  
   The information on the web guided this 
inquisitive observer to report the location and 
timing of the sighting to the State of Michigan, 
and to share the steady-handed photo they 

had taken. A phone call followed by a visit 
from the MDNR occurred on the very next 
day. A few more red swamp crayfish and their 
chimney like burrows were found in the grass 
and under boardwalks. This verified the 

landowner’s assessment, and a response 
could begin. 
   Similar reports were logged by two other 
observers in the area. They happen to be the 
first-ever live occurrences found in Michigan. 
The importance of these reported 
observations cannot be undervalued. Raising 

concern early allows the best opportunity for 
invasive species control. Crayfish experts from 
Michigan State University and staff of the 
Barry, Calhoun, and Kalamazoo County 
Cooperative Invasive Species Management 

Area (BCK CISMA) are assisting the MDNR 
and the Village of Vicksburg to survey and 
remove the invasive crayfish from Sunset 
Lake. The response team will then conduct 
response efforts in Austin, Barton, and 
Howard Lakes to limit the potential 
impacts on native species and residents 
thanks to the keen eyes of the curious.  
   The BCK CISMA is a partnership with the 
Kalamazoo Nature Center and the 
Conservation Districts. To learn more, 
contact BCK CISMA Coordinator Ryan 
Koziatek at (269) 381-1574 ext. 41 or by 
email at rkoziatek@naturecenter.org.. For 

questions regarding red swamp crayfish, 
please contact Nick Popoff from the MDNR at 
(517) 284-5830. Residents and visitors to the 
Sunset Lake area are asked to try capturing 
any red swamp crayfish they find and place 
them in a container in the freezer, then report 
the location of the find to the DNR at (269) 
685-6851 ext. 0, or by email to 
herbsts1@michigan.gov. 

Red Swamp Crayfish are 2-5” in length. They are dark 
red with bright red raised spots, so they look like small 
lobsters. If you see these crayfish, please notify DNR 

immediately!  

Be on the lookout: JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
What is knotweed? 

Japanese knotweed was introduced as an ornamental plant but over time as been shown 
to damage the landscape, infrastructure, property values, and more. For more 
identification tips, visit : 

http://www.misin.msu.edu/train/species/JapaneseKnotweed/ 
What does knotweed look like? 

Japanese knotweed sprouts look similar to asparagus, but quickly grow to resemble a 
leafy bamboo-like plant. Knotweed can grow 3-4 inches in a single day, reaching up to 
10’-12’ by the end of the summer! The stalks are green with reddish streaking and have 
nodes. The leaves are spade-shaped and the spikes of delicate cream blooms appear in 
late August. 

Why should I worry? 
Japanese knotweed can appear harmless for years, while it grows an impressive root 
mass underground. However, the plant is very difficult to manage and can cause major 
damage to buildings and infrastructure. Also, many of the ways in which we handle 
typical “weeds” seem to make this plant grow more aggressively, so it’s best to get help 
when dealing with this invader. 

Think you may have Japanese Knotweed? Give the 
Conservation District a call! 

Japanese knotweed stalk exhibiting 
characteristic red streaking and nodes. 

Stem size may vary. 
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   High above the piling snow, the plume-like 
seed heads of Phragmites australis wave in the 
winter winds. These fluffy tufts are a beautiful 
but unwelcome sight on the landscape. That’s 
because Phragmites australis, or common 
reed, is a harmful invasive plant that can 
destroy our wetlands and increase fire risk. 
This deep-rooted grass is a giant that grows 
from six to fifteen feet tall, which means it can 
also block those beautiful waterfront views 
that we all love. Not to mention, it can lower 
property values, particularly on waterfront 
homes. 
   While phragmites can be a bad sign, its high 

visibility in the winter months can be helpful 
to those trying to manage it, like the Barry-
Calhoun-Kalamazoo Cooperative Invasive 
Species Management Area (Try saying that ten 
times fast! For your tongue’s sake we’ll stick 
with calling it the BCK-CISMA.) This group is on 
the lookout to find and manage invasive 
species like phragmites before they get out of 
hand. 
   Treatment of well-established populations 
can take years and the BCK-CISMA’s proactive 
approach could end up saving millions of 
dollars. You need not go far to see how much 
money phragmites control can cost once the 

plant really spreads- just look at the 
Saginaw Bay region. Partners have been 
working there for over a decade to 
manage hundreds of acres of phragmites, 
with total project costs well over a 
quarter of a million dollars. Barry County 
is lucky to have mostly small pocket 
populations that could potentially be 
knocked out before we get to that sort of 
situation, but only if we act now. 
   We can’t do it alone, though! We need 
folks like you to keep an eye out for 
phragmites and report it. We do not 
obligate landowners to manage the 

phragmites, but if we know where it is we can 
provide education and management options if 
the landowner wants. If you would like to help 
in the hunt to find invasive phragmites, here is 
what you will look for in the winter: a 6′-15′ 
tall, pale, stiff, dried grass sticking up far above 
cattails and other plants (in the summer it is a 
dark bluish green). Its feathery inflorescences 
(fluffy flower-like seedheads) are quite large 
and turn dark purple in late summer/early fall 
and then fade to a pale tan/beige color by 
winter. Usually other plants will not be 
growing underneath invasive phragmites, but 
that is not always the case. 
   Call BCD to report sightings. 

 

Fighting the Phrag (Even in Winter!) 
By Sarah Nelson, BCK CISMA/Barry Cosnservation District 

   If you’ve been in the area for many years, 
you might remember the once numerous and 
beautiful ash trees that graced our wetlands 
and riparian lands next to creeks and rivers. 
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is an invasive 
insect pest that swept through Michigan and 
decimated whole stands and forests of ash 
trees. The impact to our forests is still being 
felt and studied. No one was prepared for the 
arrival of EAB, but we learned many lessons 
that will help us be successful in the future.  
   To safeguard our natural resources, part of 
our preparedness is to watch for new and 
emerging threats. The Asian Longhorned 
Beetle (ALB) is one of those threats. There 
have been no confirmed sightings in Michigan 
to date, but it is imperative to keep watch for 
this pest. Whereas the Emerald Ash Borer 
preferred exclusively ash trees, the Asian 
Longhorned Beetle prefers seven species of 
maple tree along with ten other common host 
trees found in the State and fourteen other 
rarer host trees. Left unnoticed or unchecked, 
the ALB could wreak havoc on Michigan’s 
forests. 

   Luckily, the Asian Longhorned Beetle is very 
easy to recognize and it leaves distinctive 
indications of its presence on its host trees. 
The beetle is mostly seen from late spring 
through autumn. Adults are glossy black with 
irregular white spots on its wing covers. Body 
lengths range in size from ¾” to 1 ¼”. The 
antennas are black with blue bands and are as 

long as the body in females and longer in 
males, giving it the ‘longhorned’ moniker.  
   Females lay eggs in mid-summer in holes 
that are chewed through the bark of host 
trees. Eggs hatch within 2 weeks and the 
beetle larva feed on the inner bark of the tree, 
creating tunnels in to the tree itself. None of 

this larval activity or the structurally damaging 
tunnels are visible on the outside of the tree. 
In 1 to 2 years, depending on climate, the 
larva completes its transformation into an 
adult and emerges from the tree by chewing a 
perfectly round exit hole slightly smaller than 
the diameter of a #2 pencil. Freshly emerged 
adults will feed on the host tree, further 
damaging it, mate and begin the cycle anew. 
   We cannot let our guards down when it 
comes to Michigan’s forests, so be sure to 
keep your eyes out for this large, showy beetle 
and send photos of any suspicious insects to 
BCK CISMA. All of us can share the 
responsibility of being a part of the early 
warning network and keep our forests safe. 
   Since 2014, the Michigan Invasive Species 
Grant Program has awarded funds to groups 
like BCK CISMA to help raise awareness about 
and fight the spread of invasive species that 
can threaten our farmlands, forests and 
waterways. For more information contact BCK 
CISMA Coordinator Ryan Koziatek at (269) 381
-1574 ext. 41 or by email at 
koziatek@naturecenter.org. 

Asian Longhorned Beetle: Invader on the Horizon 
By Brian Huggett, BCK CIISMA 
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Phragmites plume in winter.  

Asian Longhorned Beetle 

2017 BCK CISMA Stats 
55 public workshops  
2 AIS landing blitzes  

2510 CISMA event/workshop participants 
2302 acres surveyed  

306 invasive species detections 
253 acres treated 



 

 

   Michigan is home to one of the nation’s 
oldest private-public partnership programs, 
offering financial incentives to private 
landowners who allow public access to their 
properties for hunting. 
   The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources’ Hunting Access Program has 
developed over the past 40 years, initially in 
the southern part of the state, recently 
expanding northward. 
   “This program grants access to quality 
private hunting lands close to urban centers 
and in agricultural areas,” said Mike Parker, 
conservation partners program specialist 
with the DNR’s Wildlife Division. “The 
availability of hunting lands close to home is 
critical for attracting new hunters, retaining 
those already involved in the sport and 
supporting Michigan’s strong hunting 
tradition.” 
   In Michigan, hunters contribute $2.3 
billion to Michigan’s economy and support 
the professional management of the state’s 
natural resources. 
   Twenty-one percent of Michigan is 
comprised of public land, but in southern 

lower Michigan – where 90 percent of the 
state’s 9.9 million citizens live and 72 
percent of the 790,000 hunters reside – 
only 3 percent of the land is public.  
   Michigan’s Hunting Access Program was 
created in 1977 as the Public Access Stamp 
Program by Public Act 373 of 1976, with the 
purpose of leasing private lands to provide 
public access for hunting. 

   Hunting Access Program properties are 
available each day to hunters on a first-
come, first-served basis during the hunting 
season. Hunters must register at the 
property headquarters before hunting. Self-
service HAP properties have a mailbox 
designated as the headquarters, with 
registration forms and property information 
inside. At mandatory check-in properties, 
hunters must register directly with the 
landowner. 
   “Whether hunting or scouting, it is 
important to register upon arrival, because 
each property has a maximum number of 
hunters allowed at any one time,” Parker 
said. “Failure to register is considered 
trespassing.” 
   To find public hunting land in Michigan, 
including HAP properties, check out Mi-
HUNT – a cutting-edge, web-based mapping 
application at www.mi.gov/mihunt. Mi-
HUNT allows users to navigate through a 
variety of map layers to create their own 
custom aerial imagery or download pre-
made maps to meet their specific hunt-
planning needs.  

HUNTING ACCESS PROGRAM (HAP) 
DNR Hunting Access Program celebrates 40 years 
Monique Ferris, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 

2017 Allegan/Barry County HAP Properties 
9 sites total, 1160 acres 

Bolks– 79 acres 

M Madejczyk– 88 acres  
and D Madejczyk– 40 acres 

Peake and Sons– 458 acres 

Rock– 123 acres 

Otis (Audubon)- 127 acres 

Warner (Audubon)- 109 acres 

Kipen– 39 acres 

Keech– 97 acres  

     HAP is a financial opportunity for landowners that also provides public hunting opportunities in southern 
Michigan. Very little of the land in the lower third of the state, where about 90 percent of Michigan 
residents live, is open to public hunting. Research has shown that difficulty in finding a place to hunt may 
be the primary factor causing people to give up hunting. HAP offers a chance to increase and diversify 
your farm income, while helping to control deer damage or nuisance wildlife.  
     
 The DNR leases private lands from landowners who give licensed hunters access to their property. 
Hunters using HAP lands register each time they visit the property. You may choose to allow all hunting, 
youth and apprentice hunting only, small game only, deer only or turkey only or a combination. Some HAP 
lands may be open only to youth and apprentice hunting. Landowners are free from liability as stated in 
P.A. 451 of 1994. Hunters are also expected to follow certain rules while on the property and assistance is 
available should any conflicts arise. 
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Youth hunters and their parents check in at a 
Barry County HAP site. 



 

     Barry County is known unofficially as a 
sportsmen's paradise. The county's legacy of 
outdoor sporting traditions harkens to before 
the arrival of the first settlers. In perpetuation 
of that tradition, Barry Conservation District 
hosts an annual event to engage the next 
generation of sports youth with the great 
outdoors.  
     Saturday marked the fourth annual Barry 
County Youth Day at Charlton Park. Almost 
800 children alone showed up to enjoy 28 fun 
and engaging outdoor activities ranging from 
target shooting and archery to crafts and 
climbing walls.  
     This year's event dwarfed last year's in 
terms of numbers. Hundreds more came out 
to experience Youth Day, many of first-timers 
to outdoor sports and recreation. For Sarah 
Nelson, Executive Director of Barry 
Conservation District, the growth means 
mission accomplished.  
     “This was Youth Day's fourth year and I 
think word is starting to get around about how 
great the event really is,” said Nelson. “Once a 
family has been to Youth Day, they want to 
come back and often bring friends and family 
with them the next year.”  
     Perfect weather, increased advertising, and 
social media presence contributed to bringing 
a record turnout, said Nelson.  
     “If a family has been to Youth Day before 
they say how much fun it is and that they look 

forward to it every year,” explained Nelson. “If 
a family is new to Youth Day, they often 
remark how surprised they are that we have 
so much to offer and that it is all free. I think 
we really exceed folks' expectations.”  

     
Youth day was created with one simple 
mission: get kids outside. Easier said than 
done, however. It took 31 groups and 
organizations, months of planning, and 
countless volunteers to bring the best of the 
great outdoors to one event. But it was well 
worth it, said Nelson.   
     Barry Conservation District spearheads the 
event, with major contributions from Lake 
Trust Credit Union, Pheasants Forever, Quality 
Deer Management, Sportsmen's Outreach 
Team, Delton Rotary Club, and countless 
individual donors. This year the event is 
dedicated to the legacy of Donna Cullers.  
     “We hope that if we can engage youth in 
outdoor recreation, they will gain an 
appreciation for the beauty of the natural 
world around them,” she said. Barry County 
Youth Day is one of many events in Michigan 
geared towards breaking techno-centric 
indoor monotony that often keeps kids from 
the rejuvenating effects of nature.  
     “No matter the size or scope, every event 
that encourages kids to love and protect our 
natural resources is a great value to us all,” 
said Nelson.     
     Nurturing this appreciation now may lead a 
child into a lifelong hobby or rewarding career, 
she explained. She went on to describe 
outdoor recreation and conservation as key to 
developing children into quality citizens by 
building character, fostering a sense of place in 
the community, and promoting personal 

fitness. 
     It's impossible to encapsulate the 
adventure and promise of outdoor recreation 
in one event. But, the planners of Youth Day 
give it a try. Drawing from dozens of outdoor 
sports and activities, they work to present 
youth with an accessible primer into 
rewarding outdoor experiences.  
     “The best part of Youth Day is variety,” said 
Nelson. “By having a wide variety of activities, 
we hope to spark an interest in the outdoors 
in every child that comes to the event. So, 
there really was something for everyone.” 
     Shooting sports, hiking, sporting dogs, fly 
fishing, bale toss, archery, trapping, 
birdwatching, camping, yoga, scouting, nature 
study, games, exhibits, demonstrations, and so 
much more pricked the imagination and 
planted seeds of sportsmanship in almost a 
thousand people who attended.  
     Planning for next year is already in the 
works as committees review feedback. Nelson 

said the event's success and growth indicate 
they're on the right path. That means more 
activities and volunteers for next year.  
     “I think we've seen the direction we are 
headed in and that we will need to build 
capacity for our event to grow,” said Nelson. 
And grow it likely will. If the growth of Youth 
Day parallels the future of sports men and 
women in Barry County, the future of outdoor 
sports and recreation is bright.  

YOUTH DAY 

The rock wall, funded by Lake Trust 
Credit Union, is a popular activity at 

Youth Day! 

Youth Day Introduces Hundreds to Outdoor Recreation 

By Christian Yonkers, Staff Writer, from the Hastings Reminder, September 16, 2017 
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Kids enjoyed fishing with Sportsmen 
Outreach Team! 

Youth Day goer Jace Love won the free raffle 
for a kayak, sponsored by the Coldwater River 

Watershed Council. 



 

 

THORNAPPLE RIVER NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION REDUCTION 

   Water quality has been popping up on the 
news a lot lately and it may have you 
wondering what is being done to protect 
your water locally. The Barry Conservation 
District has recently been awarded a grant 
through the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative (GLRI) to fund implementation of 
the Thornapple River Watershed 
Management Plan.  
   The GLRI grant provides the funding for 
the Conservation District to educate the 
public on the importance of water quality 
and help landowners find new ways to 
manage their land that benefit them as well 
as protect our water resources. Watershed 
Coordinator David Comeau will help 

landowners by providing planning 
assistance and funding for agricultural 
conservation practices and septic 
maintenance. 
   Given the rural nature of Barry County, 
the main focuses of the grant are 
agriculture and on-site waste water 
treatment (septic systems). On the land 
management side, BCD has funds available 
to help farmers and landowners implement 
practices such as filter strips, cattle fencing 
along streams, and planting of cover crops. 
BCD is also offering funding to cover 
voluntary septic system inspections to look 
for failing septic systems as well as a cost-
share option to replace or repair failing 

septic systems.  
   The project scope covers over 57,000 
acres in three of the most impaired sub-
watersheds in the Thornapple River 
watershed: Mud Creek, Fish Creek, and 
Milbourn Drain. The main goal of this 
project is to reduce nutrient, sediment and 
E. coli runoff into the streams in these 
subwatersheds. By accomplishing these 
goals, we will be contributing to better 
water health not only locally but 
downstream as well, all the way to Lake 
Michigan. With your continued support, we 
hope to work together with the community 
to ensure clean water for many generations 
to come.  

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Grant Project to Improve Water Quality in the Thornapple 
By David Comeau, Watershed Coordinator 

Nonpoint Source Pollution: Whose Problem is it? 
By David Comeau, Watershed Coordinator 
   Water pollutants can be sorted into two 
categories based on where they come from. 
Those categories are point source and 
nonpoint source. Point source pollution 
comes from a single, identifiable source like 
a water treatment plant, a factory, or a spill. 
That makes point source pollution easier to 

locate and more straightforward in 
its solution. Nonpoint source 

pollution comes from many spread-out 
sources like agricultural runoff, failed septic 
system leakage, and sometimes even 
wildlife. That makes nonpoint source 
pollution more difficult to identify and 
address.  
   Nonpoint source pollution is often not an 
issue that can be blamed on one source. In 
reality it is a combination of many different 

sources and it is up to all of us as a 
community to work together to improve our 
land management and the health of our 
watersheds. By working together as a 
community to implement sound agricultural 
Best Management Practices and addressing 
our failing septic systems, we can positively 
impact our nonpoint source pollution 
problem locally.  

The areas in red show where nonpoint source pollution reduction 
efforts will be focused under the current GLRI grant. 

Thornapple River Watershed Management Plan 
By David Comeau, Watershed Coordinator 

The Thornapple River Watershed 
Management Plan (TRWMP) resulted from 
years of data collection and analysis in the 
Thornapple River Watershed (TRW). The 
TRWMP outlines water quality and 
watershed health issues and recommends 
steps to address those issues. The EPA 
approved the TRWMP in June of 2016. 
Within the TRWMP you can find information 
by sub-watershed, including current land 
use, designated use impairments, sources of 
pollution, and management objectives. 
Having an Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) approved watershed management 
plan in place qualifies the TRW for grants 
aimed at reducing nonpoint source pollution. 
The BCD recently received its first TRWMP 
implementation grant from the EPA’s Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI). BCD 
Watershed Coordinator David Comeau 
works on the project to address nonpoint 
source pollution issues in the watershed. 
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     In collaboration with Michigan Audubon 
Society and Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, 
Barry Conservation District (BCD) began 
work in October 2017 to restore 153 
acres of wildlife habitat. The ongoing 
project includes work on three sites in 
Barry County: a DNR property in 
Nashville, Pierce Cedar Creek Institute 
in Baltimore Township, and the 
Audubon Otis Sanctuary in Rutland 
Township.  
     The idea came to life through 
discussions of wildlife habitat 
enhancement needs amongst district 
partners. Healthy habitat fosters 
sustainable wildlife populations, 
which in turn supports both game and 
non-game wildlife recreation. In this 
case, good habitat starts with diverse 
native plant communities for forage, 
insect production, and structure for 
things like bedding and cover.  
     The Barry County Wildlife Habitat 
Enhancement Project includes creating or 
restoring 42 acres of wetland and fen, 50 
acres of tallgrass prairie and grassland, 51 
acres of oak savanna, and 10 acres of oak 
forest. 
     Work like this is important because 
habitat degradation and destruction are 
serious problems for wildlife. Development, 
invasive species, intensive agriculture, 
unsustainable logging practices, and fire 
suppression or ending prescribed burning 
are just some of the past practices that 
have led to conservation and restoration 
challenges today. These same practices led 
to the loss of over 99% of both native 

prairies and savannas in the Midwest.  
Given the history of some parcels of land, a 
hands-off approach isn’t always the best 

option. Practices that will be used for 
restoration over the two years include non-
native and undesirable tree species 
removal, invasive species management, 
prescribed burns, native seed planting, and 
native tree planting. In addition to the 
habitat benefits, the project will benefit the 
local economy through work contracts. 
Other work will be carried out by partner 
staff and volunteers. 
     This project was made possible by 
support from the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources through the Wildlife 
Habitat Grant Program. The Wildlife Habitat 

Grant Program provides funding to 
conservation partners to manage habitat 
for sustainable wildlife populations and 

wildlife-based recreation. In 
Southwest Michigan, priorities include 
grassland and savanna restoration 
near State Game Areas and promoting 
oak regeneration. Since 2013, the 
Wildlife Habitat Grant Program has 
funded over $3.7 million in wildlife 
habitat work. The grants are funded 
by a portion of hunting and fishing 
licenses that are sold each year. 
Hunting brings in over $2.3 billion per 
year to Michigan’s economy. The 
work done by these grant projects 
benefits non-game recreation, too, so 
thank a hunter for helping to protect 
our natural spaces. Better yet, buy a 
hunting or fishing license yourself, 
even if you don’t hunt or fish! 
     The project offers many 

opportunities for the community to get 
involved, too. There will be volunteer 
workdays from spring to fall in 2018 and 
2019. Interested volunteers should contact 
BCD for information. The sites are all open 
to the public, which means there will be 
opportunities for public outreach and 
education about restoration and ecology for 
years to come. Outdoor recreation 
including hunting, birdwatching, hiking, 
wildlife viewing, and more will also be 
enhanced by these efforts. For public 
safety, project locations may be temporarily 
closed during restoration, so make sure to 
check with BCD before venturing out! 

Invasive Species Treatment 
Integrating different types of 

treatment is best and the treatment 
should be chosen based on factors 

such as infestation size, density, 
presence of rare or threatened 
species, and overall site quality. 

Some methods for invasive species 
control are chemical spraying, 

treating freshly cut stumps, hand-
pulling, mowing, biological control, 
and prescribed fire. Invasive species 
removal can allow native plants to 

regrow in their place. 

Tools of the Trade: Restoration Practices and Their Benefits 

Contractors began seeding native grasses and 
flowers on an old agricultural field at Pierce Cedar 

Creek Institute in December 2017. 

BARRY COUNTY WILDLIFE HABITAT ENHANCEMENT PROJECT 

Tree Removal 
Non-native plantation-style 

trees are a common barrier to 
restoration. Undesired native 
trees may also be removed to 

allow more light to reach 
desired trees or the forest 

floor, which encourages the 
desired tree or understory 

growth. Trees may be cut down 
selectively, clear-cut, or even 

girdled, with the dead snags left 
for wildlife. 

Seeding 
On highly degraded sites, it 
may be necessary to plant 

native seeds. Sites restored 
with a good diversity of 

different native plants will be 
more resilient to future 

problems like invasive species 
infestations and may support 
more diverse wildlife. No-till 

equipment is often  
used for large 

restoration projects.  
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Prescribed Burns 
Fire was widely used by Native 

Americans in Southwest Michigan 
to control vegetation prior to 

European settlement. As a result, 
many of the natural communities 

in our area are fire-dependent. 
Burns are conducted by trained 

professionals with a plan and only 
during safe conditions. Depending 
on the timing of a burn, it can be 
used to control brush, set back 

invasives, encourage native 
plants, or reduce plant litter. 
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