
Fruit Trees 
URoyal Cortland Apple:U  Cortland is a typical McIntosh with a sweet flavor.  Matures slightly later than 
standard Cortland and has good hang time.  (Needs pollinator) 

 

 

UPink Lady Apple:  U Also known as a Crisp Pink. The taste is close to a Golden Delicious.  Pink Lady is the 
earliest to blossom - in late March to early April.  Great for eating and good for cooking, too.  (Needs 
pollinator) 

 

 

UHoney Crisp Apple:U  The taste of a honey crisp is a pleasant sweet-tart flavor.  Fruit matures in the fall (September) and is 
good for eating and cooking.  (Needs pollinator) 

 

 

 

UGranny Smith Apple:U  Has a tart, acidic, yet subtly sweet flavor and is good for baking.  High in 
antioxidants.  The most requested of the green apple varieties.  (Doesn’t need a pollinator) 

 



Fruit Trees 

UBing Cherry:U The flavor is rich and concentrated with overt sweetness balanced by a touch of tang.  A 
cultivar of the wild or sweet cherry.  They are high in antioxidants (helps with arthritis and gout).  
(Needs pollinator) 

 

USweetheart Cherry:U Taste is a sugary sweet flavor with mild, tart notes and the fruit remains crunchy 
when picked and eaten.  (Doesn’t need a pollinator) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Big Trees 
 

UAutumn Blaze Maple:U  Thrives in full sun to partial shade and is a fast growing.  Will grow in moist, 
well-drained soil.  It will grow to 50 or 60 ft. tall and have a mature spread of 30 to 40 ft. The qualities 
mixed by the autumn blaze maple tree are brilliant orange-red color in the fall, dense and healthy 
branching, and enhanced growth that protects from insects and disease. The autumn blaze maple tree 

can also live in a variety of climates, including the frigid cold. 

 

UPin Oak (Quercus palustris):U  Prefers full sun and is fast growing.  Pin Oak will grow best in sandy to 
loamy to strong loamy soil and does not like limestone.  Will grow to 60 to 70 ft. tall.  Often found 
around flood plains.  Pin Oak has a heavy, durable wood that can be harvested for construction or 
firewood. 

 

URiver Birch (Betula nigra):U  Can thrive in full sun to full shade and is fast growing.  River birch likes 
loamy, acidic or sandy soil that is wet to moist.  They can grow up to 50 to 90 ft. and like the cold 
weather here in Michigan.   River Birch has an aggressive root system, so be careful where you plant 
them (away from septic drain systems).  

 

 



Evergreens 
UColorado Blue Spruce:U  Can thrive in full sun to partial shade, sandy to moist well-drained soil.  This 
spruce is slow growing and can grow up to 100 ft.  Used as a dense windbreak, most familiar as an 
ornamental tree, Colorado blue spruce provides excellent winter cover for wildlife. 

 

 

UNorway Spruce:U  Prefers full sun to partial shade and likes acidic moist well-drained soil.  Medium to 
fast growing and can grow up to 150 ft. Norway spruce is a good cover for wildlife and ornamental 
planting. 

 

 

UWhite Cedar:U   Best in full sun to partial shade, white cedar can tolerate both alkaline and acidic soil, 
generally preferring loamy soil and swampy soil.  Grows up to 30 - 50 ft.  

 

 

 

UBlack Hill Spruce:U   Prefers full sun and moist- to well-drained soil and is slow growing. Black hill spruce 
can grow up to 60 ft.   It can be used for windbreaks, ornamental plantings or wildlife cover.   



Evergreens 

UWhite Pine:U   Full sun to partial shade and prefers acidic, moist, well-drained soil but can grow in 
variety of soils.  It is fast growing and can grow up to 50 to 80 ft. It can be used as a windbreak for 
wildlife.  The State Tree of Michigan. 

 

 

UWhite Spruce:U   Ranges from full sun to partial shade and is slow to medium growing.  Can tolerate a 
range of soil types from acid to moist well-drained and can grow to 50 ft.  It can be used for a windbreak 
and for wildlife. 

 

 

URed Pine:U  Full sun to partial shade and will grow in sandy soil or acidic, moist, well-drained soil.  It is a 
medium to fast growing tree and can grow up to 100 ft.  The red pine can be used as a windbreak and for 
wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 



Hardwood & Ornamental 
UBlack Cherry:U  Full sun and likes moist, well-drained soil.  It is a fast growing tree and can grow up to 70 
ft.  It has white flowers which turn into black cherries which provide food for wildlife. 

 

 

 

UBlack Walnut:U  Prefers full sun to partial shade and moist, deep, well-drained, fertile soil.  Has a 
medium growing speed.  It can grow up to 100 ft. and will produce nuts for humans and wildlife. 

 

 

URed Oak:U  Full sun to partial shade and can tolerant many soils but prefers moist, sandy, well-drained 
soil.  They are medium to fast growing and can grow up to 90 ft. 

 

 

 

USilver Maple:U  Full sun to partial shade and is fast growing. Silver maple can tolerate a wide range of 
soils but prefers moist well-drained soil, and it can grow up to 50 to 70 ft. 

 



Hardwood & Ornamental 

UWhite Flowering Dogwood:U  Full sun to partial shade and thrives on acid soil that is well-drained.  
These dogwoods are medium-growing, and they can grow up to 15 ft. 

 

 

 

URed Mulberry:U  Full sun to partial shade and is tolerant of a wide range of soil, such as sandy, loamy, 
and clay.  They are fast growing and can grow up to 70 ft.  Mulberries are generally eaten fresh, but 
also can be made into jelly or syrups for flavoring ice creams, yogurts, or cakes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Shrubs 
 

UNinebark:U Full sun to partial shade and likes acidic, rich, moist but well-drained soil.  Ninebarks have a 
medium growth rate and can grow up to 5 ft.  Great for wildlife! 

 

 

 

URose of Sharon:U  Full sun to partial shade and likes humus-rich well-drained soil.  Can grow up to 7 to 
13 ft.. These non-native ornamentals are also known as a hardy hibiscus. 

 

 

 

 

UGray Dogwood:U  Full sun to partial shade and likes a wide range of soils, such as loamy to rocky, dry to 
wet soils Grey dogwoods are slow growing and can grow up to 16 ft.  Excellent for wildlife 

 



 

Shrubs 

 

UForsythia:U  Full sun to light shade and likes well-drained soil rich in organic matter and clay, sandy soil.  
They are fast growers and can get up to 3 to 10 ft.  Non-native ornamental shrub. 

 

 

 

UArrowwood Viburnum:U  Full sun but can tolerate a good amount of shade. Can grow in a variety of 
soil but grows best in well-drained, slightly acidic to neutral soil but prefers moist, well-drained soil 
and can grow up to 6 to 15 ft.  Great habitat choice! 

 

 


