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A CISMA is a partnership of local organizations, agencies, businesses, and citizens sharing resources and expertise to effectively 
manage invasive species. BCK CISMA serves Barry, Calhoun, and Kalamazoo counties. 

   Parrot Feather is an aquatic invasive 
that is native to South America, which 
explains its other common name- 
Brazilian watermilfoil. It was once 
commonly sold for water gardens and 
aquariums, but it is now prohibited in 
Michigan. 
   Parrot Feather is 
bright blue-green 
in color and has 
densely whorled 
leaves. The rooted 
stems are 
horizontal except 
for the last few 
inches, which are 
upright. This plant 
can grow 
completely 
underwater or on land next to or in lakes, 
ponds and slow-moving waters. Only 
female plants exist in the United States, 
so all new growth is formed by plant 
fragmentation. 
   Like many invasive species, Parrot 
Feather threatens native aquatic species 
through competition. Dense mats will 
take over an area, providing habitat for 
mosquito larvae and impeding boats. 
   In the fall of 2018, the first instance of 
this invader in the BCK CISMA was 

detected. The infestation was found in a 
backyard in Homer, in Calhoun County. 
Prior to that, only three infestations had 
been found around the state since 2013. 
The landowner was unaware of how the 
plant got there, though often Parrot 

Feather is planted as 
an ornamental or can 
grow in an area after 
being dumped out of 
an aquarium. It could 
also spread via 
fragments not cleaned 
from a boat, which is 
just one more reason 
it is so important to 
Clean, Drain, and Dry 
all boats thoroughly 
before leaving a 

launch site.  
   Upon discovery of this infestation, BCK 
CISMA contacted the MDEQ’s Aquatic 
Nuisance Control Program to work on a 
management plan for the watchlist 
species. Homeowners who believe they 
may have Parrot Feather or other aquatic 
Watchlist species can contact BCK CISMA 
Coordinator Fallon Januska at 
269.908.4136 or MDEQ at DEQ-WRD-
ANC@michigan.gov or 517.284.5593. 

 

Spotted Lantern Fly (SLF) 
Not yet found in Michigan 

The spotted lanternfly is an invasive insect with 
distinctive spotted wings. It damages plants by 

feeding on the sap which weakens the plant and 
attracts mold and other insects. The eggs of the 
SLF look like dried mud, so be sure to clean off 
all equipment to prevent spread. You can also 
remove its attraction to the area by removing 
the common invasive Tree of Heaven, which is 

the SLF’s preferred host.  

Red Swamp Crayfish 
Found in BCK CISMA! 

Red Swamp Crayfish have dark red 
color with bright red raised spots - 
they look like small lobsters. They 
can live in a variety of permanent 

freshwater habitats. They feed 
heavily on snails, fish, amphibians, 
and plants. An infestation found in 
Vicksburg (Kalamazoo County) in 

2017 is being monitored and 
managed collaboratively by DNR 
Fisheries, DEQ, Michigan State 

University, and BCK CISMA. 

Chinese Yam 
Found in BCK CISMA! 

Chinese Yam has slender vines 
that spiral counterclockwise and 

pointed, heart-shaped leaves that 
are often indented on the sides. 

The bulbils or air tubers are 
present from June to September 

and resemble very small 
potatoes. It has small, 

white or greenish-
yellow flowers that 

smell like cinnamon.  

Parrot Feather Watermilfoil 
Found in BCK CISMA! 

Parrot feather has spikes of stiff, 
feathery leaves that grow in whorls of 4
-6. It has bright green upper stems that 
emerge up to one foot above water and 

small inconspicuous white flowers 
where leaves attach to the section of 

stem above water.  
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