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    When the summer sun starts
sizzling, there’s no greater place to
be than on a lake swimming, fishing,
or boating. But a menace known as
starry stonewort lurks beneath the
surface of some local lakes, posing a
threat to all that fun.
    Starry stonewort is a macroalgae
that grows to look like a true plant. It
was likely brought to the US from
Eurasia in ballast water of ships. 
    Starry stonewort grows from July to
October and can continue to live well
into winter, even under ice cover. It
will grow up to two meters in height
in still or slow-moving waters in
depths of a few inches all the way up
to twenty-nine feet. Starry stonewort
forms branchlets that are smooth and
grow at irregular lengths in whorls of
four to six. Star-shaped “bulbils,” the
name for stonewort’s reproductive
structures, form at the base of branch
clusters. Without the bulbils present
starry stonewort is difficult to
distinguish from lookalike plants.
However, it can be done by
performing a squeeze test. If you
squeeze the branchlets of starry
stonewort, protoplasm will pop out
and leave the structure limp. This
plasm does not pop out of the
lookalike species.
    Once in a lake, starry stonewort will
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form dense mats covering the
bottom of the lake. This will crowd
out native vegetation and harm fish
spawning, water flow and
recreational activities.
    The first and best line of defense
against any aquatic invasive species
is prevention. Starry stonewort is
spread via boating and fishing
equipment. It is important that every
watercraft user and angler cleans
boats and equipment, drains bilge or
other water, dries boats and
equipment, and disposes of
unwanted bait in the trash before
leaving the launch area. It is against
the law to transport watercraft with
aquatic plants attached, to transport
a watercraft without draining all
water, and to release unused bait into
the water.
    When managing an existing
population of starry stonewort, it is
important to remember that although
it resembles a true plant, starry
stonewort is a species of algae. The
chemicals to treat it should be
algaecides not herbicides. The
algaecides will reduce the biomass,
but the bulbils will remain viable. To
reduce the regrowth the following
year, the bulbils would have to be
mechanically removed after the
chemical treatment.

The Shoreline Symposium is a
collaborative effort between the BCK
and SWxSW Corner CISMAs to bring

together riparian owners from
throughout Southwest Michigan to
learn about the issues facing our

inland waterbodies and what we can
do to protect them.

Shoreline Symposium
Friday, August 23rd

@ Kalamazoo Valley Community College
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Starry stonewort with star-shaped bulbil in the middle.

BCK CISMA is dedicated to combating
the threat of invasive species in Barry,
Calhoun and Kalamazoo Counties. If
you have invasive species concerns
within those counties, please contact

Fallon Januska at
fallon.januska@macd.org or 269-908-

4136.

Starry stonewort at the bottom of a lake.


